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This Element explores the potential in Judaism to incite 
Jews to engage in violence against non-Jews. The analysis 
proceeds in historical fashion, with sections devoted to the 
Hebrew Bible, rabbinic Judaism, medieval and early modern 
Judaism, and modern Zionism. The last topic is given special 
attention because of its relevance to the current Middle East 
conflict. This Element also draws on insights from social 
psychology to explain Jewish violence--particularly, Social 
Identity Theory.

About the series
Violence motivated by religious 
beliefs has become all too 
common in the years since the 
9/11 attacks. Not surprisingly, 
interest in the topic of religion 
and violence has grown 
substantially since then. This 
Elements series on Religion  
and Violence addresses this  
new, frontier topic in a series 
of c. fifty individual Elements. 
Collectively, the volumes will 
examine a range of topics, 
including violence in major world 
religious traditions, theories 
of religion and violence, holy 
war, witch hunting, and human 
sacrifice, among others.

series Editors
James R. Lewis
Wuhan University

Margo Kitts
Hawai’i Pacific 
University
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Cover image: Fresco from the Temple of the Palmyran 
Gods in Dura Europos (c. 230 CE): An officer named Julius 
Terentius leads the soldiers of the 20th Palmyrenes, a cohort 
of mounted archers stationed on the Euphrates, in a ritual of 
bloodless sacrifice to the three cult statues of gods dressed in 
military costume (Yarhibol, Aglibol, and Arsu), ranged on 
their pedestals. CPA Media Pte Ltd / Alamy Stock Photo.

The center of gravity in Roman studies has shifted far from the upper echelons of 
government and administration in Rome or the Emperor’s court to the provinces 
and the individual. The multi-disciplinary studies presented in this volume reflect 
the turn in Roman history to the identities of ethnic groups and even single 
individuals who lived in Rome’s vast multinational empire. The purpose is less to 
discover another element in the Roman Empire’s “success” in governance than 
to illuminate the variety of individual experience in its own terms. The chapters 
here, reflecting a wide spectrum of professional expertise, range across the many 
cultures, languages, religions and literatures of the Roman Empire, with a special 
focus on the Jews as a test-case for the larger issues.

Jonathan J. Price is the Fred and Helen Lessing Professor of Ancient History at 
Tel Aviv University. His publications include Jerusalem Under Siege: The Collapse 
of the Jewish State, 66–70 C.E. (1992), Thucydides and Internal War (Cambridge, 
2001), and editions of about 3000 Jewish inscriptions in Corpus Inscriptionum 
Iudaeae/Palaestinae, Volumes I–V (2010–2020).
 
Margalit Finkelberg is Professor of Classics (emeritus) at Tel Aviv University and 
a member of the Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities. She has authored 
The Birth of Literary Fiction in Ancient Greece (1998), Greeks and Pre-Greeks: 
Aegean Prehistory and Greek Heroic Tradition (Cambridge, 2005), Homer (2014; 
Hebrew), The Gatekeeper: Narrative Voice in Plato’s Dialogues (2019), Homer and 
Early Greek Epic: Collected Essays (2020), and numerous scholarly articles. She is 
the editor of The Homer Encyclopedia (3 vols.; 2011).
 
Yuval Shahar is Senior Lecturer in Jewish History at Tel Aviv University. 
His published studies include Josephus Geographicus: The Classical Context 
of Geography in Josephus (2004).
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Alamy Stock Photo.
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In this book, Ari Mermelstein examines the mutually-reinforcing relationship 

between power and emotion in ancient Judaism. Ancient Jewish writers in 

both Palestine and the diaspora contended that Jewish identity entails not 

simply allegiance to God and performance of the commandments but also 

the acquisition of specifi c emotional norms. These rules regarding feeling 

were both shaped by and responses to networks of power—God, the foreign 

empire, and other groups of Jews—which threatened Jews’ sense of agency.  

According to these writers, emotional communities that felt Jewish would 

succeed in neutralizing the power wielded over them by others and, 

depending on the circumstances, restore their power to acculturate, 

maintain their Jewish identity, and achieve redemption. An important 

contribution to the history of emotions, this book argues that power relations 

are the basis for historical changes in emotion discourse.

Ari Mermelstein  is the author of Creation, Covenant, and the Beginnings of 

Judaism: Reconceiving Historical Time in the Second Temple Period (2014) 

and co-editor of The Divine Courtroom in Comparative Perspective (2014). He 

is a member of the steering committee of the Society of Biblical Literature’s 

“Bible and Emotion” group.

Power and Emotion 
in Ancient Judaism

Community and Identity in Formation

Ari Mermelstein

B
u

rke ISB
N

 9781108495967 P
P

C
  C

 M
 Y K

The Idea of 
ISRAEL 

in 
Second Temple 

Judaism
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A ND ISR A ELITE IDEN TITY

J A S O N  A .  S TA P L E S

The Evil Inclination 
in Early Judaism and 

Christianity
Edited by James Aitken,  

Hector M. Patmore and Ishay Rosen-Zvi
Cover image: People scrambling to get away 
from a person with leprosy. Watercolour 
by R. Cooper. Credit: Wellcome Collection. 
Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0)
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In this book, Yitzhaq Feder presents a novel and compelling account 

of pollution in ancient Israel, from its emergence as an embodied 

concept, rooted in physiological experience, to its expression as a 

pervasive metaphor in social-moral discourse. Feder aims to bring the 

biblical and ancient Near Eastern evidence into a sustained 

conversation with anthropological and psychological research through 

comparison with notions of contagion in other ancient and modern 

cultural contexts. Showing how numerous interpretive di�  culties are 

the result of imposing modern concepts on the ancient texts, he guides 

readers through wide-ranging parallels to biblical attitudes in ancient 

Near Eastern, ethnographic, and modern cultures. Feder demonstrates 

how contemporary evolutionary and psychological research can 

be applied to ancient textual evidence. He also suggests a path of 

synthesis that can move beyond the polarized positions which 

currently characterize modern academic and popular debates bearing 

on the roles of biology and culture in shaping human behavior.

Yitzhaq Feder is a lecturer at the University of Haifa. His research 

integrates textual study with advances in psychological and 

anthropological research. He has received numerous prizes, including 

the 2012 SBL David Noel Freedman Award for Excellence and 

Innovation in Biblical Studies. His most recent research focuses on 

biblical and ancient Near Eastern notions of taboo and their 

implications for understanding the emergence and historical 

development of morality.
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