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In Style and Context of Old Greek Job, Marieke Dhont offers a new

understanding of the linguistic and stylistic diversity in the

Septuagint corpus. To this end, the author innovatively uses

Polysystem Theory, which has been developed in the field of 

modern literary studies.

After discussing the appropriateness of a systemic approach to

understanding Jewish-Greek literature, the author reflects on the

Jewishness of Greek-language texts. Dhont then presents a thorough

literary analysis of the Old Greek version of the book of Job. On this

basis, she explains the dynamics that produced the trans lation of 

Old Greek Job and its position within the development of a Jewish-

Greek literary tradition.

Marieke Dhont, Ph.D. (2016), Université

Catholique de Louvain and KU Leuven, is a

British Academy Postdoctoral Fellow at the

University of Cambridge. She has published

on a variety of topics in classics, biblical

studies, and reception history.
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Nietzsche, Soloveitchik, 
and Contemporary  
Jewish Philosophy

Daniel Rynhold and Michael J. Harris

Printed in the United States of America

Rynhold 
and H

arris

What does one do as a Jewish philosopher if one is convinced by much 
of the Nietzschean critique of religion? Is there a contemporary Jewish 
philosophical theology that can convince in a post-metaphysical age? 
The argument of this book is that Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik (1903–1993), 
the leading twentieth-century exponent of Modern Orthodoxy, presents 
an interpretation of halakhic Judaism, grounded in traditional sources, 
that brings a life-affirming Nietzschean sensibility to the religious life. 
Soloveitchik develops a form of Judaism  replete with key Nietzschean ideas, 
which parries Nietzsche’s critique by partially absorbing it. This original 
study of Soloveitchik’s philosophy highlights his unique contribution 
to Jewish thought for students and scholars in Jewish studies, while also 
revealing his wider significance for those working more broadly in fields 
such as philosophy and religious studies.
 
Daniel Rynhold is Professor of Jewish Philosophy at the Bernard Revel 
Graduate School of Jewish Studies, Yeshiva University. He is the author of 
Two Models of Jewish Philosophy: Justifying One’s Practices, An Introduction 
to Medieval Jewish Philosophy, and co-editor of Radical Responsibility: 
Celebrating the Thought of Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks.
 
Michael J. Harris is Affiliated Lecturer in the Faculty of Divinity, University 
of Cambridge, Research Fellow at The London School of Jewish Studies, and 
Rabbi of The Hampstead Synagogue. He is the author of Divine Command 
Ethics: Jewish and Christian Perspectives and Faith Without Fear: Unresolved 
Issues in Modern Orthodoxy. He co-edited Radical Responsibility: Celebrating 
the Thought of Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks.
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oxford studies in the 
abrahamic religions

series titles include
The Making of the Abrahamic Religions in 
Late Antiquity
Guy G. Stroumsa

Judaism, Sufism, and the Pietists  
of Medieval Egypt
A Study of Abraham Maimonides  
and His Times
Elisha Russ-Fishbane

Purity, Community, and Ritual in Early  
Christian Literature
Moshe Blidstein

Islam and its Past
Jāhiliyya, Late Antiquity, and the Qur'an  
Edited by Carol Bakhos and Michael Cook

9 780198 744900

ISBN 978-0-19-874490-0

1

Goy: Israel's Others and the Birth of the Gentile traces the development of the term and 
category of the goy from the Bible to rabbinic literature. Adi Ophir and Ishay Rosen-Zvi 
show that the category of the goy was born much later than scholars assume; in fact not 
before the first century CE. They explain that the abstract concept of the gentile first 
appeared in Paul’s Letters. However, it was only in rabbinic literature that this category 
became the center of a stable and long standing structure that involved God, the Halakha, 
history, and salvation. The authors narrate this development through chronological  
analyses of the various biblical and post biblical texts (including the Dead Sea scrolls, the 
New Testament and early patristics, the Mishnah, and rabbinic Midrash) and synchronic 
analyses of several discursive structures. Looking at some of the goy’s instantiations in 
contemporary Jewish culture in Israel and the United States, the study concludes with an 
examination of the extraordinary resilience of the Jew/goy division andasks how would 
Judaism look like without the gentile as its binary contrast.

Adi Ophir  is Professor Emeritus at the Cohn Institute for the History and Philosophy of 
Science and Ideas at Tel Aviv University and a Mellon Visiting Professor of Humanities 
andMiddle East Studies at Brown University.

Ishay Rosen-Zvi is a Professor in the Department of Jewish Philosophy at Tel Aviv 
University.

Jacket image: detail of a wall painting of Mordechai and Esther, c. 245 AD, from the Dura Europos 
synagogue. www.BibleLandPictures.com/Alamy Stock Photo
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oxford studies in the 
abrahamic religions
This series consists of scholarly monographs and 
other volumes at the cutting edge of the study of 
Abrahamic religions. The increase in intellectual 
interest in the comparative approach to Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam reflects the striking surge in 
the importance of religious traditions and patterns 
of thought and behavior in the twenty-first century, 
at the global level. While this importance is easy to 
detect, it remains to be identified clearly and 
analyzed, from a comparative perspective. Our 
existing scholarly apparatus is not always adequate 
in attempting to understand precisely the nature of 
similarities and differences between the 
monotheistic religions, and the transformations of 
their “family resemblances” in different cultural and 
historical contexts.

The works in the series are devoted to the study of 
how “Abrahamic” traditions mix, blend, 
disintegrate, rebuild, clash, and impact upon one 
another, usually in polemical contexts, but also, 
often, in odd, yet persistent ways of interaction, 
reflecting the symbiosis between them.

general editors
Adam J. Silverstein, Associate Professor of Middle 
Eastern Studies, Bar-Ilan University.

Guy G. Stroumsa, Professor Emeritus of the Study 
of the Abrahamic Religions, University of Oxford 
and Martin Buber Professor Emeritus of 
Comparative Religion at the Hebrew  
University of Jerusalem.

1
Association for 
Jewish Studies 

Honors Its 
2018 Authors

1
In cooperation with 

Jewish Book Council
Sami Rohr Prize for Jewish Literature



In cooperation with 
Jewish Book Council’s 

Sami Rohr Prize for Jewish Literature 

Celebration of 
2018 AJS Authors 

&
Their Books

The books included here are listed alphabetically 
by the author’s last name, and were written, edited or translated 

by AJS members and published in 2018. 

Books are on display in the 
Exhibit Hall at the JBC Sami Rohr Prize Booth #201

sponsored by
pms 294
pms 3005

www.jewishbookcouncil.org

SAMI ROHR PRIZE 
FOR JEWISH LITERATURE
The Sami Rohr Prize for Jewish 
Literature, established in 2007 by 
the Rohr family, honors the legacy 
of their patriarch, Sami Rohr z”l 
who had a lifelong love of Jewish 
literature. The largest award of its 
kind in North America, $100,000 
is presented to an emerging writer 
who demonstrates the potential for 
continued contribution to Jewish 

writing. Four additional authors are recipients of cash prizes 
each year and become Fellows in the Sami Rohr Jewish Literary 
Institute.  Fiction and non-fiction books are considered in 
alternate years. Past winners have consistently reported that 
the prize has given them the time to pursue and complete 
additional writing projects.

SAMI ROHR JEWISH LITERARY INSTITUTE
In conjunction with the Sami Rohr Prize, the Sami Rohr 
Jewish Literary Institute – a forum devoted to creating a Jewish 
literary community – is a biennial gathering of the Sami Rohr 
winners, fellows, judges, and advisors. Writing can often be a 
lonely profession, and the Institutes create a platform for both 
established and emerging writers to meet, share, and network. 
Writers gather in large and small groups to discuss issues and 
problems coming up in their writing and to advise each other. 
The only gathering of its kind, the mentoring environment 
helps shape and inspire Jewish literary creativity into the 
future.

pms 294
pms 3005



1

Women and Jewish Marriage Negotiations in 
Early Modern Italy 
Howard Tzvi Adelman 
Routledge
9780815348092 $149.95 

Homeland: Zionism as Housing Regime  
Yael Allweil 
Routledge UK 
9781138776050 $49.80

Jewish Radical Feminism 
Joyce Antler 
New York University Press 
9780814707630 $35.00

Preventing Palestine 
Seth Anziska 
Princeton University Press 
9780691177397 $35.00

The Sami Rohr Prize for Jewish Literature 

invites you to a

Coffee Break 
Commonwealth Complex, Booth #201

Monday, December 17, 2018
4:30 PM - 5:00 PM

&
Sami Rohr Prize Trivia Night

Tamo Restaurant Bar
Seaport Hotel & World Trade Center 

Monday, December 17, 2018
8:30 PM
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In Style and Context of Old Greek Job, Marieke Dhont offers a new

understanding of the linguistic and stylistic diversity in the

Septuagint corpus. To this end, the author innovatively uses

Polysystem Theory, which has been developed in the field of 

modern literary studies.

After discussing the appropriateness of a systemic approach to

understanding Jewish-Greek literature, the author reflects on the

Jewishness of Greek-language texts. Dhont then presents a thorough

literary analysis of the Old Greek version of the book of Job. On this

basis, she explains the dynamics that produced the trans lation of 

Old Greek Job and its position within the development of a Jewish-

Greek literary tradition.

Marieke Dhont, Ph.D. (2016), Université

Catholique de Louvain and KU Leuven, is a

British Academy Postdoctoral Fellow at the

University of Cambridge. She has published

on a variety of topics in classics, biblical

studies, and reception history.

B R I L LB R I L L

Brill_JSJS183.qxp_SPINE = 28 mm  26-03-18  17:20  Pagina 1

Jewish European History 
Between Nation and Empire

Malachi Haim Hacohen

Jacob & Esau

JEWISH PREACHING 
IN RESPONSE TO 

NAZI PERSECUTION 
& MASS MURDER 

1933–1945 

MARC SAPERSTEIN

AGONY
IN THE

PULPIT

Blood Libel in a Russian Town

THE VELIZH AFFAIR

Eugene M. Avrutin

THE OBLIGATED SELF
Maternal Subjectivity and 

Jewish Thought

MARA H .  BENJAMIN

Writing and Rewriting 
the Story of Solomon 

in Ancient Israel
Isaac Kalimi

K
alim

i
W

riting and R
ew

riting the Story of Solom
on 

in A
ncient Israel

Nietzsche, Soloveitchik, 
and Contemporary  
Jewish Philosophy

Daniel Rynhold and Michael J. Harris

Printed in the United States of America

Rynhold 
and H

arris

What does one do as a Jewish philosopher if one is convinced by much 
of the Nietzschean critique of religion? Is there a contemporary Jewish 
philosophical theology that can convince in a post-metaphysical age? 
The argument of this book is that Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik (1903–1993), 
the leading twentieth-century exponent of Modern Orthodoxy, presents 
an interpretation of halakhic Judaism, grounded in traditional sources, 
that brings a life-affirming Nietzschean sensibility to the religious life. 
Soloveitchik develops a form of Judaism  replete with key Nietzschean ideas, 
which parries Nietzsche’s critique by partially absorbing it. This original 
study of Soloveitchik’s philosophy highlights his unique contribution 
to Jewish thought for students and scholars in Jewish studies, while also 
revealing his wider significance for those working more broadly in fields 
such as philosophy and religious studies.
 
Daniel Rynhold is Professor of Jewish Philosophy at the Bernard Revel 
Graduate School of Jewish Studies, Yeshiva University. He is the author of 
Two Models of Jewish Philosophy: Justifying One’s Practices, An Introduction 
to Medieval Jewish Philosophy, and co-editor of Radical Responsibility: 
Celebrating the Thought of Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks.
 
Michael J. Harris is Affiliated Lecturer in the Faculty of Divinity, University 
of Cambridge, Research Fellow at The London School of Jewish Studies, and 
Rabbi of The Hampstead Synagogue. He is the author of Divine Command 
Ethics: Jewish and Christian Perspectives and Faith Without Fear: Unresolved 
Issues in Modern Orthodoxy. He co-edited Radical Responsibility: Celebrating 
the Thought of Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks.
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oxford studies in the 
abrahamic religions

series titles include
The Making of the Abrahamic Religions in 
Late Antiquity
Guy G. Stroumsa

Judaism, Sufism, and the Pietists  
of Medieval Egypt
A Study of Abraham Maimonides  
and His Times
Elisha Russ-Fishbane

Purity, Community, and Ritual in Early  
Christian Literature
Moshe Blidstein

Islam and its Past
Jāhiliyya, Late Antiquity, and the Qur'an  
Edited by Carol Bakhos and Michael Cook

9 780198 744900

ISBN 978-0-19-874490-0

1

Goy: Israel's Others and the Birth of the Gentile traces the development of the term and 
category of the goy from the Bible to rabbinic literature. Adi Ophir and Ishay Rosen-Zvi 
show that the category of the goy was born much later than scholars assume; in fact not 
before the first century CE. They explain that the abstract concept of the gentile first 
appeared in Paul’s Letters. However, it was only in rabbinic literature that this category 
became the center of a stable and long standing structure that involved God, the Halakha, 
history, and salvation. The authors narrate this development through chronological  
analyses of the various biblical and post biblical texts (including the Dead Sea scrolls, the 
New Testament and early patristics, the Mishnah, and rabbinic Midrash) and synchronic 
analyses of several discursive structures. Looking at some of the goy’s instantiations in 
contemporary Jewish culture in Israel and the United States, the study concludes with an 
examination of the extraordinary resilience of the Jew/goy division andasks how would 
Judaism look like without the gentile as its binary contrast.

Adi Ophir  is Professor Emeritus at the Cohn Institute for the History and Philosophy of 
Science and Ideas at Tel Aviv University and a Mellon Visiting Professor of Humanities 
andMiddle East Studies at Brown University.

Ishay Rosen-Zvi is a Professor in the Department of Jewish Philosophy at Tel Aviv 
University.

Jacket image: detail of a wall painting of Mordechai and Esther, c. 245 AD, from the Dura Europos 
synagogue. www.BibleLandPictures.com/Alamy Stock Photo
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oxford studies in the 
abrahamic religions
This series consists of scholarly monographs and 
other volumes at the cutting edge of the study of 
Abrahamic religions. The increase in intellectual 
interest in the comparative approach to Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam reflects the striking surge in 
the importance of religious traditions and patterns 
of thought and behavior in the twenty-first century, 
at the global level. While this importance is easy to 
detect, it remains to be identified clearly and 
analyzed, from a comparative perspective. Our 
existing scholarly apparatus is not always adequate 
in attempting to understand precisely the nature of 
similarities and differences between the 
monotheistic religions, and the transformations of 
their “family resemblances” in different cultural and 
historical contexts.

The works in the series are devoted to the study of 
how “Abrahamic” traditions mix, blend, 
disintegrate, rebuild, clash, and impact upon one 
another, usually in polemical contexts, but also, 
often, in odd, yet persistent ways of interaction, 
reflecting the symbiosis between them.

general editors
Adam J. Silverstein, Associate Professor of Middle 
Eastern Studies, Bar-Ilan University.

Guy G. Stroumsa, Professor Emeritus of the Study 
of the Abrahamic Religions, University of Oxford 
and Martin Buber Professor Emeritus of 
Comparative Religion at the Hebrew  
University of Jerusalem.
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understanding of the linguistic and stylistic diversity in the

Septuagint corpus. To this end, the author innovatively uses

Polysystem Theory, which has been developed in the field of 

modern literary studies.

After discussing the appropriateness of a systemic approach to

understanding Jewish-Greek literature, the author reflects on the

Jewishness of Greek-language texts. Dhont then presents a thorough

literary analysis of the Old Greek version of the book of Job. On this

basis, she explains the dynamics that produced the trans lation of 

Old Greek Job and its position within the development of a Jewish-

Greek literary tradition.

Marieke Dhont, Ph.D. (2016), Université

Catholique de Louvain and KU Leuven, is a

British Academy Postdoctoral Fellow at the

University of Cambridge. She has published

on a variety of topics in classics, biblical

studies, and reception history.

B R I L LB R I L L

Brill_JSJS183.qxp_SPINE = 28 mm  26-03-18  17:20  Pagina 1

Jewish European History 
Between Nation and Empire

Malachi Haim Hacohen

Jacob & Esau

JEWISH PREACHING 
IN RESPONSE TO 

NAZI PERSECUTION 
& MASS MURDER 

1933–1945 

MARC SAPERSTEIN

AGONY
IN THE

PULPIT

Blood Libel in a Russian Town

THE VELIZH AFFAIR

Eugene M. Avrutin

THE OBLIGATED SELF
Maternal Subjectivity and 

Jewish Thought

MARA H .  BENJAMIN

Writing and Rewriting 
the Story of Solomon 

in Ancient Israel
Isaac Kalimi

K
alim

i
W

riting and R
ew

riting the Story of Solom
on 

in A
ncient Israel

Nietzsche, Soloveitchik, 
and Contemporary  
Jewish Philosophy

Daniel Rynhold and Michael J. Harris

Printed in the United States of America

Rynhold 
and H

arris

What does one do as a Jewish philosopher if one is convinced by much 
of the Nietzschean critique of religion? Is there a contemporary Jewish 
philosophical theology that can convince in a post-metaphysical age? 
The argument of this book is that Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik (1903–1993), 
the leading twentieth-century exponent of Modern Orthodoxy, presents 
an interpretation of halakhic Judaism, grounded in traditional sources, 
that brings a life-affirming Nietzschean sensibility to the religious life. 
Soloveitchik develops a form of Judaism  replete with key Nietzschean ideas, 
which parries Nietzsche’s critique by partially absorbing it. This original 
study of Soloveitchik’s philosophy highlights his unique contribution 
to Jewish thought for students and scholars in Jewish studies, while also 
revealing his wider significance for those working more broadly in fields 
such as philosophy and religious studies.
 
Daniel Rynhold is Professor of Jewish Philosophy at the Bernard Revel 
Graduate School of Jewish Studies, Yeshiva University. He is the author of 
Two Models of Jewish Philosophy: Justifying One’s Practices, An Introduction 
to Medieval Jewish Philosophy, and co-editor of Radical Responsibility: 
Celebrating the Thought of Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks.
 
Michael J. Harris is Affiliated Lecturer in the Faculty of Divinity, University 
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Rabbi of The Hampstead Synagogue. He is the author of Divine Command 
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Goy: Israel's Others and the Birth of the Gentile traces the development of the term and 
category of the goy from the Bible to rabbinic literature. Adi Ophir and Ishay Rosen-Zvi 
show that the category of the goy was born much later than scholars assume; in fact not 
before the first century CE. They explain that the abstract concept of the gentile first 
appeared in Paul’s Letters. However, it was only in rabbinic literature that this category 
became the center of a stable and long standing structure that involved God, the Halakha, 
history, and salvation. The authors narrate this development through chronological  
analyses of the various biblical and post biblical texts (including the Dead Sea scrolls, the 
New Testament and early patristics, the Mishnah, and rabbinic Midrash) and synchronic 
analyses of several discursive structures. Looking at some of the goy’s instantiations in 
contemporary Jewish culture in Israel and the United States, the study concludes with an 
examination of the extraordinary resilience of the Jew/goy division andasks how would 
Judaism look like without the gentile as its binary contrast.

Adi Ophir  is Professor Emeritus at the Cohn Institute for the History and Philosophy of 
Science and Ideas at Tel Aviv University and a Mellon Visiting Professor of Humanities 
andMiddle East Studies at Brown University.

Ishay Rosen-Zvi is a Professor in the Department of Jewish Philosophy at Tel Aviv 
University.
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Abrahamic religions. The increase in intellectual 
interest in the comparative approach to Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam reflects the striking surge in 
the importance of religious traditions and patterns 
of thought and behavior in the twenty-first century, 
at the global level. While this importance is easy to 
detect, it remains to be identified clearly and 
analyzed, from a comparative perspective. Our 
existing scholarly apparatus is not always adequate 
in attempting to understand precisely the nature of 
similarities and differences between the 
monotheistic religions, and the transformations of 
their “family resemblances” in different cultural and 
historical contexts.

The works in the series are devoted to the study of 
how “Abrahamic” traditions mix, blend, 
disintegrate, rebuild, clash, and impact upon one 
another, usually in polemical contexts, but also, 
often, in odd, yet persistent ways of interaction, 
reflecting the symbiosis between them.
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In Style and Context of Old Greek Job, Marieke Dhont offers a new

understanding of the linguistic and stylistic diversity in the

Septuagint corpus. To this end, the author innovatively uses

Polysystem Theory, which has been developed in the field of 

modern literary studies.

After discussing the appropriateness of a systemic approach to

understanding Jewish-Greek literature, the author reflects on the

Jewishness of Greek-language texts. Dhont then presents a thorough

literary analysis of the Old Greek version of the book of Job. On this

basis, she explains the dynamics that produced the trans lation of 

Old Greek Job and its position within the development of a Jewish-

Greek literary tradition.

Marieke Dhont, Ph.D. (2016), Université

Catholique de Louvain and KU Leuven, is a

British Academy Postdoctoral Fellow at the

University of Cambridge. She has published

on a variety of topics in classics, biblical

studies, and reception history.
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What does one do as a Jewish philosopher if one is convinced by much 
of the Nietzschean critique of religion? Is there a contemporary Jewish 
philosophical theology that can convince in a post-metaphysical age? 
The argument of this book is that Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik (1903–1993), 
the leading twentieth-century exponent of Modern Orthodoxy, presents 
an interpretation of halakhic Judaism, grounded in traditional sources, 
that brings a life-affirming Nietzschean sensibility to the religious life. 
Soloveitchik develops a form of Judaism  replete with key Nietzschean ideas, 
which parries Nietzsche’s critique by partially absorbing it. This original 
study of Soloveitchik’s philosophy highlights his unique contribution 
to Jewish thought for students and scholars in Jewish studies, while also 
revealing his wider significance for those working more broadly in fields 
such as philosophy and religious studies.
 
Daniel Rynhold is Professor of Jewish Philosophy at the Bernard Revel 
Graduate School of Jewish Studies, Yeshiva University. He is the author of 
Two Models of Jewish Philosophy: Justifying One’s Practices, An Introduction 
to Medieval Jewish Philosophy, and co-editor of Radical Responsibility: 
Celebrating the Thought of Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks.
 
Michael J. Harris is Affiliated Lecturer in the Faculty of Divinity, University 
of Cambridge, Research Fellow at The London School of Jewish Studies, and 
Rabbi of The Hampstead Synagogue. He is the author of Divine Command 
Ethics: Jewish and Christian Perspectives and Faith Without Fear: Unresolved 
Issues in Modern Orthodoxy. He co-edited Radical Responsibility: Celebrating 
the Thought of Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks.
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Goy: Israel's Others and the Birth of the Gentile traces the development of the term and 
category of the goy from the Bible to rabbinic literature. Adi Ophir and Ishay Rosen-Zvi 
show that the category of the goy was born much later than scholars assume; in fact not 
before the first century CE. They explain that the abstract concept of the gentile first 
appeared in Paul’s Letters. However, it was only in rabbinic literature that this category 
became the center of a stable and long standing structure that involved God, the Halakha, 
history, and salvation. The authors narrate this development through chronological  
analyses of the various biblical and post biblical texts (including the Dead Sea scrolls, the 
New Testament and early patristics, the Mishnah, and rabbinic Midrash) and synchronic 
analyses of several discursive structures. Looking at some of the goy’s instantiations in 
contemporary Jewish culture in Israel and the United States, the study concludes with an 
examination of the extraordinary resilience of the Jew/goy division andasks how would 
Judaism look like without the gentile as its binary contrast.

Adi Ophir  is Professor Emeritus at the Cohn Institute for the History and Philosophy of 
Science and Ideas at Tel Aviv University and a Mellon Visiting Professor of Humanities 
andMiddle East Studies at Brown University.

Ishay Rosen-Zvi is a Professor in the Department of Jewish Philosophy at Tel Aviv 
University.
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monotheistic religions, and the transformations of 
their “family resemblances” in different cultural and 
historical contexts.

The works in the series are devoted to the study of 
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disintegrate, rebuild, clash, and impact upon one 
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often, in odd, yet persistent ways of interaction, 
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understanding Jewish-Greek literature, the author reflects on the
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What does one do as a Jewish philosopher if one is convinced by much 
of the Nietzschean critique of religion? Is there a contemporary Jewish 
philosophical theology that can convince in a post-metaphysical age? 
The argument of this book is that Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik (1903–1993), 
the leading twentieth-century exponent of Modern Orthodoxy, presents 
an interpretation of halakhic Judaism, grounded in traditional sources, 
that brings a life-affirming Nietzschean sensibility to the religious life. 
Soloveitchik develops a form of Judaism  replete with key Nietzschean ideas, 
which parries Nietzsche’s critique by partially absorbing it. This original 
study of Soloveitchik’s philosophy highlights his unique contribution 
to Jewish thought for students and scholars in Jewish studies, while also 
revealing his wider significance for those working more broadly in fields 
such as philosophy and religious studies.
 
Daniel Rynhold is Professor of Jewish Philosophy at the Bernard Revel 
Graduate School of Jewish Studies, Yeshiva University. He is the author of 
Two Models of Jewish Philosophy: Justifying One’s Practices, An Introduction 
to Medieval Jewish Philosophy, and co-editor of Radical Responsibility: 
Celebrating the Thought of Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks.
 
Michael J. Harris is Affiliated Lecturer in the Faculty of Divinity, University 
of Cambridge, Research Fellow at The London School of Jewish Studies, and 
Rabbi of The Hampstead Synagogue. He is the author of Divine Command 
Ethics: Jewish and Christian Perspectives and Faith Without Fear: Unresolved 
Issues in Modern Orthodoxy. He co-edited Radical Responsibility: Celebrating 
the Thought of Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks.
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Goy: Israel's Others and the Birth of the Gentile traces the development of the term and 
category of the goy from the Bible to rabbinic literature. Adi Ophir and Ishay Rosen-Zvi 
show that the category of the goy was born much later than scholars assume; in fact not 
before the first century CE. They explain that the abstract concept of the gentile first 
appeared in Paul’s Letters. However, it was only in rabbinic literature that this category 
became the center of a stable and long standing structure that involved God, the Halakha, 
history, and salvation. The authors narrate this development through chronological  
analyses of the various biblical and post biblical texts (including the Dead Sea scrolls, the 
New Testament and early patristics, the Mishnah, and rabbinic Midrash) and synchronic 
analyses of several discursive structures. Looking at some of the goy’s instantiations in 
contemporary Jewish culture in Israel and the United States, the study concludes with an 
examination of the extraordinary resilience of the Jew/goy division andasks how would 
Judaism look like without the gentile as its binary contrast.

Adi Ophir  is Professor Emeritus at the Cohn Institute for the History and Philosophy of 
Science and Ideas at Tel Aviv University and a Mellon Visiting Professor of Humanities 
andMiddle East Studies at Brown University.
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The argument of this book is that Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik (1903–1993), 
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Goy: Israel's Others and the Birth of the Gentile traces the development of the term and 
category of the goy from the Bible to rabbinic literature. Adi Ophir and Ishay Rosen-Zvi 
show that the category of the goy was born much later than scholars assume; in fact not 
before the first century CE. They explain that the abstract concept of the gentile first 
appeared in Paul’s Letters. However, it was only in rabbinic literature that this category 
became the center of a stable and long standing structure that involved God, the Halakha, 
history, and salvation. The authors narrate this development through chronological  
analyses of the various biblical and post biblical texts (including the Dead Sea scrolls, the 
New Testament and early patristics, the Mishnah, and rabbinic Midrash) and synchronic 
analyses of several discursive structures. Looking at some of the goy’s instantiations in 
contemporary Jewish culture in Israel and the United States, the study concludes with an 
examination of the extraordinary resilience of the Jew/goy division andasks how would 
Judaism look like without the gentile as its binary contrast.

Adi Ophir  is Professor Emeritus at the Cohn Institute for the History and Philosophy of 
Science and Ideas at Tel Aviv University and a Mellon Visiting Professor of Humanities 
andMiddle East Studies at Brown University.

Ishay Rosen-Zvi is a Professor in the Department of Jewish Philosophy at Tel Aviv 
University.
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abrahamic religions
This series consists of scholarly monographs and 
other volumes at the cutting edge of the study of 
Abrahamic religions. The increase in intellectual 
interest in the comparative approach to Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam reflects the striking surge in 
the importance of religious traditions and patterns 
of thought and behavior in the twenty-first century, 
at the global level. While this importance is easy to 
detect, it remains to be identified clearly and 
analyzed, from a comparative perspective. Our 
existing scholarly apparatus is not always adequate 
in attempting to understand precisely the nature of 
similarities and differences between the 
monotheistic religions, and the transformations of 
their “family resemblances” in different cultural and 
historical contexts.

The works in the series are devoted to the study of 
how “Abrahamic” traditions mix, blend, 
disintegrate, rebuild, clash, and impact upon one 
another, usually in polemical contexts, but also, 
often, in odd, yet persistent ways of interaction, 
reflecting the symbiosis between them.

general editors
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Eastern Studies, Bar-Ilan University.

Guy G. Stroumsa, Professor Emeritus of the Study 
of the Abrahamic Religions, University of Oxford 
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In Style and Context of Old Greek Job, Marieke Dhont offers a new

understanding of the linguistic and stylistic diversity in the

Septuagint corpus. To this end, the author innovatively uses

Polysystem Theory, which has been developed in the field of 

modern literary studies.

After discussing the appropriateness of a systemic approach to

understanding Jewish-Greek literature, the author reflects on the

Jewishness of Greek-language texts. Dhont then presents a thorough

literary analysis of the Old Greek version of the book of Job. On this

basis, she explains the dynamics that produced the trans lation of 

Old Greek Job and its position within the development of a Jewish-

Greek literary tradition.

Marieke Dhont, Ph.D. (2016), Université

Catholique de Louvain and KU Leuven, is a

British Academy Postdoctoral Fellow at the

University of Cambridge. She has published

on a variety of topics in classics, biblical

studies, and reception history.
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What does one do as a Jewish philosopher if one is convinced by much 
of the Nietzschean critique of religion? Is there a contemporary Jewish 
philosophical theology that can convince in a post-metaphysical age? 
The argument of this book is that Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik (1903–1993), 
the leading twentieth-century exponent of Modern Orthodoxy, presents 
an interpretation of halakhic Judaism, grounded in traditional sources, 
that brings a life-affirming Nietzschean sensibility to the religious life. 
Soloveitchik develops a form of Judaism  replete with key Nietzschean ideas, 
which parries Nietzsche’s critique by partially absorbing it. This original 
study of Soloveitchik’s philosophy highlights his unique contribution 
to Jewish thought for students and scholars in Jewish studies, while also 
revealing his wider significance for those working more broadly in fields 
such as philosophy and religious studies.
 
Daniel Rynhold is Professor of Jewish Philosophy at the Bernard Revel 
Graduate School of Jewish Studies, Yeshiva University. He is the author of 
Two Models of Jewish Philosophy: Justifying One’s Practices, An Introduction 
to Medieval Jewish Philosophy, and co-editor of Radical Responsibility: 
Celebrating the Thought of Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks.
 
Michael J. Harris is Affiliated Lecturer in the Faculty of Divinity, University 
of Cambridge, Research Fellow at The London School of Jewish Studies, and 
Rabbi of The Hampstead Synagogue. He is the author of Divine Command 
Ethics: Jewish and Christian Perspectives and Faith Without Fear: Unresolved 
Issues in Modern Orthodoxy. He co-edited Radical Responsibility: Celebrating 
the Thought of Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks.
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Goy: Israel's Others and the Birth of the Gentile traces the development of the term and 
category of the goy from the Bible to rabbinic literature. Adi Ophir and Ishay Rosen-Zvi 
show that the category of the goy was born much later than scholars assume; in fact not 
before the first century CE. They explain that the abstract concept of the gentile first 
appeared in Paul’s Letters. However, it was only in rabbinic literature that this category 
became the center of a stable and long standing structure that involved God, the Halakha, 
history, and salvation. The authors narrate this development through chronological  
analyses of the various biblical and post biblical texts (including the Dead Sea scrolls, the 
New Testament and early patristics, the Mishnah, and rabbinic Midrash) and synchronic 
analyses of several discursive structures. Looking at some of the goy’s instantiations in 
contemporary Jewish culture in Israel and the United States, the study concludes with an 
examination of the extraordinary resilience of the Jew/goy division andasks how would 
Judaism look like without the gentile as its binary contrast.

Adi Ophir  is Professor Emeritus at the Cohn Institute for the History and Philosophy of 
Science and Ideas at Tel Aviv University and a Mellon Visiting Professor of Humanities 
andMiddle East Studies at Brown University.

Ishay Rosen-Zvi is a Professor in the Department of Jewish Philosophy at Tel Aviv 
University.
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What does one do as a Jewish philosopher if one is convinced by much 
of the Nietzschean critique of religion? Is there a contemporary Jewish 
philosophical theology that can convince in a post-metaphysical age? 
The argument of this book is that Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik (1903–1993), 
the leading twentieth-century exponent of Modern Orthodoxy, presents 
an interpretation of halakhic Judaism, grounded in traditional sources, 
that brings a life-affirming Nietzschean sensibility to the religious life. 
Soloveitchik develops a form of Judaism  replete with key Nietzschean ideas, 
which parries Nietzsche’s critique by partially absorbing it. This original 
study of Soloveitchik’s philosophy highlights his unique contribution 
to Jewish thought for students and scholars in Jewish studies, while also 
revealing his wider significance for those working more broadly in fields 
such as philosophy and religious studies.
 
Daniel Rynhold is Professor of Jewish Philosophy at the Bernard Revel 
Graduate School of Jewish Studies, Yeshiva University. He is the author of 
Two Models of Jewish Philosophy: Justifying One’s Practices, An Introduction 
to Medieval Jewish Philosophy, and co-editor of Radical Responsibility: 
Celebrating the Thought of Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks.
 
Michael J. Harris is Affiliated Lecturer in the Faculty of Divinity, University 
of Cambridge, Research Fellow at The London School of Jewish Studies, and 
Rabbi of The Hampstead Synagogue. He is the author of Divine Command 
Ethics: Jewish and Christian Perspectives and Faith Without Fear: Unresolved 
Issues in Modern Orthodoxy. He co-edited Radical Responsibility: Celebrating 
the Thought of Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks.
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category of the goy from the Bible to rabbinic literature. Adi Ophir and Ishay Rosen-Zvi 
show that the category of the goy was born much later than scholars assume; in fact not 
before the first century CE. They explain that the abstract concept of the gentile first 
appeared in Paul’s Letters. However, it was only in rabbinic literature that this category 
became the center of a stable and long standing structure that involved God, the Halakha, 
history, and salvation. The authors narrate this development through chronological  
analyses of the various biblical and post biblical texts (including the Dead Sea scrolls, the 
New Testament and early patristics, the Mishnah, and rabbinic Midrash) and synchronic 
analyses of several discursive structures. Looking at some of the goy’s instantiations in 
contemporary Jewish culture in Israel and the United States, the study concludes with an 
examination of the extraordinary resilience of the Jew/goy division andasks how would 
Judaism look like without the gentile as its binary contrast.
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Goy: Israel's Others and the Birth of the Gentile traces the development of the term and 
category of the goy from the Bible to rabbinic literature. Adi Ophir and Ishay Rosen-Zvi 
show that the category of the goy was born much later than scholars assume; in fact not 
before the first century CE. They explain that the abstract concept of the gentile first 
appeared in Paul’s Letters. However, it was only in rabbinic literature that this category 
became the center of a stable and long standing structure that involved God, the Halakha, 
history, and salvation. The authors narrate this development through chronological  
analyses of the various biblical and post biblical texts (including the Dead Sea scrolls, the 
New Testament and early patristics, the Mishnah, and rabbinic Midrash) and synchronic 
analyses of several discursive structures. Looking at some of the goy’s instantiations in 
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examination of the extraordinary resilience of the Jew/goy division andasks how would 
Judaism look like without the gentile as its binary contrast.
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of thought and behavior in the twenty-first century, 
at the global level. While this importance is easy to 
detect, it remains to be identified clearly and 
analyzed, from a comparative perspective. Our 
existing scholarly apparatus is not always adequate 
in attempting to understand precisely the nature of 
similarities and differences between the 
monotheistic religions, and the transformations of 
their “family resemblances” in different cultural and 
historical contexts.

The works in the series are devoted to the study of 
how “Abrahamic” traditions mix, blend, 
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In Style and Context of Old Greek Job, Marieke Dhont offers a new

understanding of the linguistic and stylistic diversity in the

Septuagint corpus. To this end, the author innovatively uses

Polysystem Theory, which has been developed in the field of 

modern literary studies.

After discussing the appropriateness of a systemic approach to

understanding Jewish-Greek literature, the author reflects on the

Jewishness of Greek-language texts. Dhont then presents a thorough

literary analysis of the Old Greek version of the book of Job. On this

basis, she explains the dynamics that produced the trans lation of 

Old Greek Job and its position within the development of a Jewish-

Greek literary tradition.

Marieke Dhont, Ph.D. (2016), Université

Catholique de Louvain and KU Leuven, is a

British Academy Postdoctoral Fellow at the

University of Cambridge. She has published

on a variety of topics in classics, biblical

studies, and reception history.
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of the Nietzschean critique of religion? Is there a contemporary Jewish 
philosophical theology that can convince in a post-metaphysical age? 
The argument of this book is that Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik (1903–1993), 
the leading twentieth-century exponent of Modern Orthodoxy, presents 
an interpretation of halakhic Judaism, grounded in traditional sources, 
that brings a life-affirming Nietzschean sensibility to the religious life. 
Soloveitchik develops a form of Judaism  replete with key Nietzschean ideas, 
which parries Nietzsche’s critique by partially absorbing it. This original 
study of Soloveitchik’s philosophy highlights his unique contribution 
to Jewish thought for students and scholars in Jewish studies, while also 
revealing his wider significance for those working more broadly in fields 
such as philosophy and religious studies.
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before the first century CE. They explain that the abstract concept of the gentile first 
appeared in Paul’s Letters. However, it was only in rabbinic literature that this category 
became the center of a stable and long standing structure that involved God, the Halakha, 
history, and salvation. The authors narrate this development through chronological  
analyses of the various biblical and post biblical texts (including the Dead Sea scrolls, the 
New Testament and early patristics, the Mishnah, and rabbinic Midrash) and synchronic 
analyses of several discursive structures. Looking at some of the goy’s instantiations in 
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What does one do as a Jewish philosopher if one is convinced by much 
of the Nietzschean critique of religion? Is there a contemporary Jewish 
philosophical theology that can convince in a post-metaphysical age? 
The argument of this book is that Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik (1903–1993), 
the leading twentieth-century exponent of Modern Orthodoxy, presents 
an interpretation of halakhic Judaism, grounded in traditional sources, 
that brings a life-affirming Nietzschean sensibility to the religious life. 
Soloveitchik develops a form of Judaism  replete with key Nietzschean ideas, 
which parries Nietzsche’s critique by partially absorbing it. This original 
study of Soloveitchik’s philosophy highlights his unique contribution 
to Jewish thought for students and scholars in Jewish studies, while also 
revealing his wider significance for those working more broadly in fields 
such as philosophy and religious studies.
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became the center of a stable and long standing structure that involved God, the Halakha, 
history, and salvation. The authors narrate this development through chronological  
analyses of the various biblical and post biblical texts (including the Dead Sea scrolls, the 
New Testament and early patristics, the Mishnah, and rabbinic Midrash) and synchronic 
analyses of several discursive structures. Looking at some of the goy’s instantiations in 
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American Jewish Year Book 2017
Arnold Dashefsky, ed. 
Springer 
9783319706627 $209.00

Style and Context of Old Greek Job 
Marieke Dhont 
Brill 
9789004358485 $159.00

Jewish Theology Unbound 
James A. Diamond 
Oxford University Press 
9780198805694 $75.00

Global Jewish Foodways
Hasia R. Diner 
University of Nebraska Press 
9781496202284 $50.00

Style and Context 
       of Old Greek Job

Marieke Dhont
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In Style and Context of Old Greek Job, Marieke Dhont offers a new

understanding of the linguistic and stylistic diversity in the

Septuagint corpus. To this end, the author innovatively uses

Polysystem Theory, which has been developed in the field of 

modern literary studies.

After discussing the appropriateness of a systemic approach to

understanding Jewish-Greek literature, the author reflects on the

Jewishness of Greek-language texts. Dhont then presents a thorough

literary analysis of the Old Greek version of the book of Job. On this

basis, she explains the dynamics that produced the trans lation of 

Old Greek Job and its position within the development of a Jewish-

Greek literary tradition.

Marieke Dhont, Ph.D. (2016), Université

Catholique de Louvain and KU Leuven, is a

British Academy Postdoctoral Fellow at the

University of Cambridge. She has published

on a variety of topics in classics, biblical

studies, and reception history.
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Other Others
Sergey Dolgopolski 
Fordham University Press 
9780823280193 $35.00

Black Power, Jewish Politics 
Marc Dollinger 
Brandeis University Press 
9781512602579 $35.00

Partitions
Arie M. Dubnov, ed. 
Stanford University Press 
9781503606982 $29.95

Rescue Board 
Rebecca L. Erbelding 
Doubleday 
9780385542517 $29.95

Mothering, Education and Culture: 
Russian, Palestinian and Jewish Middle-class 
Mothers in Israeli Society 
Lauren Erdreich 
Palgrave Macmillan 
9781137536303 $119.99 

A Rosenberg By Any Other Name 
Kirsten Fermaglich  
NYU Press 
9781479867202 $28.00

Justice Behind the Iron Curtain 
Gabriel N. Finder 
University of Toronto Press 
9781487522681 $32.95

The Art of Mystical Narrative 
Eitan P. Fishbane 
Oxford University Press 
9780199948635 $125.00



1110

When Christians Were Jews 
Paula Fredriksen 
Yale University Press 
9780300190519 $27.50

Bestiarium Judaicum 
Jay Geller 
Fordham University Press 
9780823275595 $75.00

A History of German Jewish Bible Translation 
Abigail Gillman 
University of Chicago Press 
9780226477725 $35.00

The Dangerous Duty of Rebuke 
Matthew Goldstone 
Brill 
9789004376557 $132.00

Early Judaism 
Frederick E. Greenspahn 
NYU Press 
9781479809905 $28.00

Conversations with Colleagues 
Jeffrey S. Gurock 
Academic Studies Press 
9781618118561 $79.00

Jacob & Esau: Jewish European History
Between Nation and Empire 
Malachi Hacohen 
Cambridge University Press 
9781316649848 $34.99 

Rabbi Eliezer of Beaugency 
Robert A. Harris 
Medieval Institute Publications 
9781580442732 $65.00   
 

Jewish Studies in the Twenty-First Century

Edited by Frederick E. Greenspahn

Early 
Judaism
New Insights and 
Scholarship

Jewish European History 
Between Nation and Empire

Malachi Haim Hacohen

Jacob & Esau
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Nietzsche, Soloveitchik and 
Contemporary Jewish Philosophy  
Michael J. Harris 
Cambridge University Press 
9781107109032 $99.99

Overlooking the Border 
Dana Hercbergs 
Wayne State University Press 
9780814344927 $31.99

Arguing with Aseneth 
Jill Hicks-Keeton 
Oxford University Press 
9780190878993 $99.00

A Hundred Acres of America
Michael B. Hoberman 
Rutgers University Press 
9780813589695 $28.95

Nietzsche, Soloveitchik, 
and Contemporary  
Jewish Philosophy

Daniel Rynhold and Michael J. Harris

Printed in the United States of America

Rynhold 
and H

arris

What does one do as a Jewish philosopher if one is convinced by much 
of the Nietzschean critique of religion? Is there a contemporary Jewish 
philosophical theology that can convince in a post-metaphysical age? 
The argument of this book is that Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik (1903–1993), 
the leading twentieth-century exponent of Modern Orthodoxy, presents 
an interpretation of halakhic Judaism, grounded in traditional sources, 
that brings a life-affirming Nietzschean sensibility to the religious life. 
Soloveitchik develops a form of Judaism  replete with key Nietzschean ideas, 
which parries Nietzsche’s critique by partially absorbing it. This original 
study of Soloveitchik’s philosophy highlights his unique contribution 
to Jewish thought for students and scholars in Jewish studies, while also 
revealing his wider significance for those working more broadly in fields 
such as philosophy and religious studies.
 
Daniel Rynhold is Professor of Jewish Philosophy at the Bernard Revel 
Graduate School of Jewish Studies, Yeshiva University. He is the author of 
Two Models of Jewish Philosophy: Justifying One’s Practices, An Introduction 
to Medieval Jewish Philosophy, and co-editor of Radical Responsibility: 
Celebrating the Thought of Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks.
 
Michael J. Harris is Affiliated Lecturer in the Faculty of Divinity, University 
of Cambridge, Research Fellow at The London School of Jewish Studies, and 
Rabbi of The Hampstead Synagogue. He is the author of Divine Command 
Ethics: Jewish and Christian Perspectives and Faith Without Fear: Unresolved 
Issues in Modern Orthodoxy. He co-edited Radical Responsibility: Celebrating 
the Thought of Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks.
 

N
ietzsche, Soloveitchik, and Contem
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Jew

ish Philosophy

Rynhold  9781107109032.  Jacket.  C
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Cover image: Photograph of Rabbi Joseph B. 
Soloveitchik courtesy of Yeshiva University 
Archives. Photograph of Friedrich Nietzsche 
from Pictorial Press Ltd/Alamy Stock Photo

Evolving Images: Jewish Latin American Cinema
Ariana Huberman 
University of Texas Press
9781477314715 $29.95

On the Mediterranean and the Nile 
Aimee Israel-Pelletier 
Indiana University Press 
9780253031921 $80.00

Strange Cocktail 
Adriana X. Jacobs 
University of Michigan Press 
9780472130900 $80.00

Metathesis in the Hebrew Bible 
Isaac Kalimi 
Hendrickson 
9781683071792 $39.95
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Writing and Rewriting the 
Story of Solomon in Ancient Israel 
Isaac Kalimi 
Cambridge University Press 
9781108558235 $100.00

Regional Identities and Cultures 
of Medieval Jews
Ephraim Kanarfogel 
Littman Library of Jewish Civilization 
9781906764678 $59.95

Scholarly Man of Faith 
Ephraim Kanarfogel, Dov Schwartz, eds. 
Urim Publication 
9789655242812 $28.00

Time in the Babylonian Talmud 
Lynn Kaye 
Cambridge University Press 
9781108423236 $99.99

Writing and Rewriting 
the Story of Solomon 

in Ancient Israel
Isaac Kalimi
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Survivor Transitional Narratives 
of Nazi-Era Destruction 
Dennis Klein 
Bloomsbury 
9781350037144 $114.00

Italy’s Jews from Emancipation to Fascism 
Shira Klein 
Cambridge University Press 
9781108424103 $120.00

Between Exile and Exodus
Sebastian Klor 
Wayne State University Press 
9780814343678 $54.99

Comics and Sacred Texts 
Ken Koltun-Fromm 
University Press of Mississippi 
9781496819475 $30.00
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Jews in Medieval England 
Miriamne Ara Krummel, ed. 
Palgrave Macmillan 
9783319637488 $129.00

The Archive Thief 
Lisa M. Leff 2
Oxford University Press 
9780190690588 $19.95

2Sami Rohr Prize winner

Das Memorbuch der Israelitischen 
Religionsgesellschaft zu Mainz (German) 
Andreas Lehnardt
Harrassowitz 
9783447110136 $65.00

Diversifying the National “We”  
Erica Lehrer 
Jagiellonian University Press 
9788323345398 $10.75

Unorthodox Kin 
Naomi Leite 
University of California Press 
9780520285057 $29.95

Law and Self-Knowledge in the Talmud 
Ayelet Hoffmann Libson 
Cambridge University Press 
9781108427494 $99.99

Rooted Cosmopolitans

James Loeffler 2
Yale University Press 
9780300217247 $32.50

2Sami Rohr Prize winner

A Second Chance: 
The Making of Yiddish Melbourne 
Andrew Markus 
Monash University Publishing 
9781925495850 AUS$29.95
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Beyond Chrismukkah 
Samira K. Mehta 
University of North Carolina Press 
9781469636368 $27.95

Electrical Palestine 
Fredrik Meiton  
University of California Press 
9780520295896 $29.95

The Myth of the Medieval 
Jewish Moneylender, Vol. II
Julie L. Mell 
Palgrave Macmillan 
9783319341866 $109.99

Borders, Territories, and Ethics 
Adia Mendelson Maoz 
Purdue University Press 
9781557538208 $39.95

The Spiritual Biography of 
Rabbi Simeon bar Yochay (Hebrew) 
Ronit Meroz 
The Bialik Institute, Jerusalem 
9789655362480 $40.00

The Architecture, Stratigraphy, and Artifacts of 
the Western Summit of Sepphoris 
Carol L. Meyers 
The Pennsylvania State University Press 
9781575069623 $159.50

Fault Lines of Modernity 
Kitty Millet, ed. 
Bloomsbury 
9781501316654 $114.00

The Victims of Slavery, Colonization, 
and the Holocaust 
Kitty Millet 
Bloomsbury 
9781472509970 $37.95

Sepphoris III

THE ARCHITECTURE, 
STRATIGRAPHY, AND 

ARTIFACTS OF THE WESTERN 
SUMMIT OF SEPPHORIS

Eric M. MEyErs, carol l. MEyErs,  
and BEnjaMin d. Gordon
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The Jewish American Paradox 
Robert Mnookin 
PublicAffairs 
9781610397513 $28.00

The Translated Jew 
Leslie Morris 
Northwestern University Press 
9780810137639 $34.95

Etrog 
David Z.  Moster 
Palgrave Macmillan 
9783319737355 $54.99 

Concrete Boxes: Mizrachi Women in 
Israel’s Periphery 
Pnina Motzafi-Haller 
Wayne State University Press 
9780814340592 $36.99

Menasseh ben Israel 
Steven Nadler 
Yale University Press 
9780300224108 $25.00

Before the Bible 
Judith H. Newman 
Oxford University Press 
9780190212216 $74.00

Signatures of Struggle 
Oded Nir 
SUNY Press 
9781438472430 $90.00

Theodor Adorno and the 
Century of Negative Identity 
Eric Oberle 
Stanford University Press 
9781503606067 $24.95
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The Midrashic Impulse and the 
Contemporary Literary Response to Trauma 
Monica Osborne 
Lexington (Rowman and Littlefield) 
9781498564908 $90.00

No Place in Time 
Sharon B. Oster 
Wayne State University Press 
9780814345825 $54.99

How it Happened 
Susan M. Papp 
McGill Queens University Press 
9780773555129 $23.96

The Holocaust and the Nonrepresentable 
David Patterson 
SUNY Press 
9781438470054 $90.00

Legacy of an Impassioned Plea 
David Patterson 
Paragon House 
9781557789341 $29.95

The Infrahuman 
Noam Pines 
SUNY Press 
9781438470672 $85.00

A Rich Brew 
Shachar M. Pinsker 
New York University Press 
9781479827893 $35.00

Ecologies of Witnessing 
Hannah Pollin-Galay 
Yale University Press 
9780300226041 $50.00
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Jewish Family 
Alex Pomson 
Indiana University Press 
9780253033093 $30.00

When The Menorah Fades 
Zvi Preigerzon 
CreateSpace 
9781986006477 $19.99

Enoch from Antiquity to the Middle Ages, 
Volume I 
John C. Reeves 
Oxford University Press 
9780198718413 $150.00

Eli’s Story 
Meri-Jane Rochelson 
Wayne State University Press 
9780814340219 $27.99

Se Réinventer au Présent (French) 
Jessica Roda 
Presses Universitaires de Rennes 
9782753566354 $30.00

Goy: Israel’s Mulitple Others and 
the Birth of the Gentile 
Ishay Rosen-Zvi 
Oxford University Press 
9780198744900 $75.00
  

Signs of Virginity
Michael Rosenberg 
Oxford University Press 
9780190845896 $99.00

Jewish Libya
Judith Roumani 
Syracuse University Press 
9780815635802 $24.95

oxford studies in the 
abrahamic religions

series titles include
The Making of the Abrahamic Religions in 
Late Antiquity
Guy G. Stroumsa

Judaism, Sufism, and the Pietists  
of Medieval Egypt
A Study of Abraham Maimonides  
and His Times
Elisha Russ-Fishbane

Purity, Community, and Ritual in Early  
Christian Literature
Moshe Blidstein

Islam and its Past
Jāhiliyya, Late Antiquity, and the Qur'an  
Edited by Carol Bakhos and Michael Cook

9 780198 744900

ISBN 978-0-19-874490-0

1

Goy: Israel's Others and the Birth of the Gentile traces the development of the term and 
category of the goy from the Bible to rabbinic literature. Adi Ophir and Ishay Rosen-Zvi 
show that the category of the goy was born much later than scholars assume; in fact not 
before the first century CE. They explain that the abstract concept of the gentile first 
appeared in Paul’s Letters. However, it was only in rabbinic literature that this category 
became the center of a stable and long standing structure that involved God, the Halakha, 
history, and salvation. The authors narrate this development through chronological  
analyses of the various biblical and post biblical texts (including the Dead Sea scrolls, the 
New Testament and early patristics, the Mishnah, and rabbinic Midrash) and synchronic 
analyses of several discursive structures. Looking at some of the goy’s instantiations in 
contemporary Jewish culture in Israel and the United States, the study concludes with an 
examination of the extraordinary resilience of the Jew/goy division andasks how would 
Judaism look like without the gentile as its binary contrast.

Adi Ophir  is Professor Emeritus at the Cohn Institute for the History and Philosophy of 
Science and Ideas at Tel Aviv University and a Mellon Visiting Professor of Humanities 
andMiddle East Studies at Brown University.

Ishay Rosen-Zvi is a Professor in the Department of Jewish Philosophy at Tel Aviv 
University.

Jacket image: detail of a wall painting of Mordechai and Esther, c. 245 AD, from the Dura Europos 
synagogue. www.BibleLandPictures.com/Alamy Stock Photo

oxfor d studies  in the abr ahamic r eligions 
General Editors: Adam J. Silverstein and Guy G. Stroumsa

oxfor d studies  in the abr ahamic r eligions 
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Adi Ophir and Ishay Rosen-Zvi

GOY
Israel’s Multiple Others and the Birth of the Gentile
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oxford studies in the 
abrahamic religions
This series consists of scholarly monographs and 
other volumes at the cutting edge of the study of 
Abrahamic religions. The increase in intellectual 
interest in the comparative approach to Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam reflects the striking surge in 
the importance of religious traditions and patterns 
of thought and behavior in the twenty-first century, 
at the global level. While this importance is easy to 
detect, it remains to be identified clearly and 
analyzed, from a comparative perspective. Our 
existing scholarly apparatus is not always adequate 
in attempting to understand precisely the nature of 
similarities and differences between the 
monotheistic religions, and the transformations of 
their “family resemblances” in different cultural and 
historical contexts.

The works in the series are devoted to the study of 
how “Abrahamic” traditions mix, blend, 
disintegrate, rebuild, clash, and impact upon one 
another, usually in polemical contexts, but also, 
often, in odd, yet persistent ways of interaction, 
reflecting the symbiosis between them.

general editors
Adam J. Silverstein, Associate Professor of Middle 
Eastern Studies, Bar-Ilan University.

Guy G. Stroumsa, Professor Emeritus of the Study 
of the Abrahamic Religions, University of Oxford 
and Martin Buber Professor Emeritus of 
Comparative Religion at the Hebrew  
University of Jerusalem.



2726

JEWISH PREACHING 
IN RESPONSE TO 

NAZI PERSECUTION 
& MASS MURDER 

1933–1945 

MARC SAPERSTEIN

AGONY
IN THE

PULPIT

The Land of Truth
Jeffrey L. Rubenstein 
Jewish Publication Society/ 
University of Nebraska Press 
9780827613089 $24.95

Jewish Philosophy in the Middle Ages 
Tamar Rudavsky
Oxford University Press 
9780199580903 $40.00

Agony in the Pulpit 
Marc Saperstein 
Hebrew Union College Press 
9780878201600 $95.00 

Judaism and the Economy 
Michael  L. Satlow, ed. 
Routledge 
9780815353232 $39.95

Image, Action, and Idea in 
Contemporary Jewish Art 
Ben Schachter 
Penn State University Press 
9780271079127 $34.95

Binding Fragments of Tractate Temurah 
and the Problem of Lishana Aharina  
Lawrence H. Schiffman, Matthew Goldstone
Brill 
9789004367135 $72.00

Between Persecution and Participation 
Annegret Schüle 
Syracuse University Press 
9780815636168 $19.95

The Tragedy of Optimism 
Steven S. Schwarzschild 
SUNY Press 
9781438468358 $95.00
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Martin Buber
Sam Berrin Shonkoff 
Brill 
9789004377035 $76.00

Doctor Levitin 
Maxim D. Shrayer, trans. 
Wayne State University Press 
9780814345733 $26.99 

Voices of Jewish-Russian Literature 
Maxim D. Shrayer, ed. 
Academic Studies Press 
9781618117922 $49.99

Yiddish Glory 
Anna Shternshis 
Six Degrees Label 
6570361282240 $12.99

12mm

MARTIN
BUBER
His Intellectual
and Scholarly Legacy

Shonkoff (Ed.) 
• 

M
ARTIN

 B
U

BER

Edited by
SAM BERRIN SHONKOFF

Martin Buber: His Intellectual and Scholarly Legacy is a collection of contemporary 
reflections on one of the most pivotal figures of modern Jewish thought. Born in 
Austria and reared in Galicia, Buber (1878-1965) became a spiritual representative 
of Judaism in German culture before emigrating to Jerusalem on the brink of 
the Shoah. His prolific writings on matters spanning the Hebrew Bible and New 
Testament to Hasidism and Zionism inspired diverse audiences throughout the 
world. In this volume, Sam Berrin Shonkoff has curated an illuminating array of 
essays on Buber’s thought by leading intellectuals from five different countries. 
Their treatments of Buber’s dialogues with Christianity, politics, philosophy, 
and Judaism exhibit Buber’s ramified legacy and will surely stimulate fruitful 
discussion in our own time.

Sam Berrin Shonkoff, Ph.D. (2018), University of Chicago, is the Visiting 
Assistant Professor of Religion and Jewish Studies at Oberlin College. His writings 
have appeared recently in the Journal of Religion, The Journal of Jewish Thought and 
Philosophy, and Brill’s Library of Contemporary Jewish Philosophers.

brill.com
isbn 978 9004 37703 5

Discovering Second Temple Literature 
Malka Z. Simkovich 
Jewish Publication Society/
University of Nebraska Press  
9780827612655 $29.95

Sara Levy’s World 
Nancy Sinkoff, ed. 
University of Rochester Press 
9781580469210 $99.00

Women of Valor 
Karen E. H. Skinazi 
Rutgers University Press 
9780813596013 $37.95

What We Talk About 
When We Talk About Hebrew 
Naomi B. Sokoloff 
University of Washington Press 
9780295743769 $30.00
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Writing on the Wall 
Karen B. Stern 
Princeton University Press 
9780691161334 $35.00

Between Iran and Zion 
Lior B. Sternfeld 
Stanford University Press 
9781503606142 $60.00

Writing in Witness 
Eric J. Sundquist 
SUNY Press 
9781438470320 $34.95

La Vocación Desmesurada (Spanish) 
Mónica Szurmuk 
Sudamericana – Penguin Random House  
9789500761482 $7.99

Women in Drag 
Caryn Tamber-Rosenau 
Gorgias Press 
9781463207168 $95.00

The United States and the Nazi Holocaust 
Barry Trachtenberg 
Bloomsbury 
9781472567185 $29.95

A Vision of Yemen
Alan Verskin 
Stanford University Press 
9781503607736 $29.95

Queer Expectations 
Zohar Weiman-Kelman 
SUNY Press 
9781438472232 $90.00
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Light of the Lord by Hasdai Crescas  
Roslyn Weiss, trans. 
Oxford University Press 
97802E 12 $70.00 

Münzen, Hände, Noten, Finger (German) 
Liliane Weissberg 
Graz: Clio 
9780198724896 $14.00

Nachträglich, Grundlegend (German)  
Liliane Weissberg 
Wallstein Verlag 
9783835333697 $30.00

The New American Judaism 
Jack Wertheimer 
Princeton University Press 
9780691181295 $29.95

Assisted Reproduction in Israel 
Avishalom Westreich
Brill 
9789004346079 $84.00

The Talmud: A Biography
Barry Scott Wimpfheimer 
Princeton University Press 
9781400890248 $26.95

Hasidic Commentary on the Torah 
Ora Wiskind-Elper 
Littman Library of Jewish Civilization 
9781906764128 $44.95

 

Tubercular Capital 
Sunny S. Yudkoff 
Stanford University Press 
9781503605152 $65.00
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Jerusalem
Michael Zank 
Wiley-Blackwell 
9781405179713 $64.95

All Sami Rohr Prize 
activities are administered by the 

Jewish Book Council.
pms 294
pms 3005

www.jewishbookcouncil.org
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This book award program 

has been made possible 

by funding from Jordan 

Schnitzer and Arlene 

Schnitzer through the Harold 

& Arlene Schnitzer Family 

Fund of the Oregon Jewish 

Community Foundation.

WINNERS
Biblical Studies, Rabbinics, and Jewish History and Culture in Antiquity
Blood for Thought: The Reinvention of Sacrifice in Early Rabbinic Literature
MIRA BALBERG, University of California, San Diego (University of California Press)

Jews and the Arts: Music, Performance, and Visual
The Jewish Bible: A Material History
DAVID STERN, Harvard University (University of Washington Press)

Modern Jewish History and Culture: Europe and Israel
Jabotinsky’s Children: Polish Jews and the Rise of Right-Wing Zionism
DANIEL KUPFERT HELLER, Monash University (Princeton University Press)

Social Science, Anthropology, and Folklore
When the State Winks: The Performance of Jewish Conversion in Israel
MICHAL KRAVEL-TOVI, Tel Aviv University (Columbia University Press)

PLEASE JOIN US
in celebrating the recipients of the

2018 JORDAN SCHNITZER BOOK AWARDS
Sunday, December 16, 2018, 2:30 PM

FINALISTS
Biblical Studies, Rabbinics, and Jewish History and 
Culture in Antiquity
The Literary Imagination in Jewish Antiquity, 
EVA MROCZEK, University of California, Davis  
Oxford University Press

Jews and the Arts: Music, Performance, and Visual
Honest Bodies: Revolutionary Modernism in the 
Dances of Anna Sokolow
HANNAH KOSSTRIN, The Ohio State University 
Oxford University Press

Modern Jewish History and Culture: Europe and Israel
A Home for All Jews: Citizenship, Rights, and National 
Identity in the New Israeli State
ORIT ROZIN, Tel Aviv University 
Brandeis University Press

Social Science, Anthropology, and Folklore
Modernity and the Jews in Western Social Thought
CHAD ALAN GOLDBERG, University of Wisconsin-
Madison 
The University of Chicago Press

2016
The Archive Thief
Lisa Moses Leff        

Oxford University Press 

                     

2015
The Best Place on 

Earth
 Ayelet Tsabari

Harper Collins Canada

                     

Sami Rohr Prize Winners
since inception in 2007

2017
Ways to Disappear

Idra Novey 
Little, Brown and 

Company

                     

2018
If All the Seas Were Ink

Ilana Kurshan 
St. Martin’s Press

                     



3736

2014
The Aleppo Codex     
Matti Friedman          
Algonquin Books

                     

2013
The Innocents        

Francesca Segal                                     
Voice

                     

2012
When They Come 

For Us, We’ll Be Gone        
Gal Beckerman                       

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt                      

2011
The Jump Artist
Austin Ratner       

Bellevue 
Literary Press

                     

Sami Rohr Prize Winners
since inception in 2007

2009
One More Year
Sana Krasikov                  
Spiegel & Grau                        

                     

2008
The Man in 

The White Sharkskin Suit
Lucette Lagnado                 
Harper Perennial                                     

                     

2007
The Genizah at the 
House of Shepher     

Tamar Yellin
Toby Press                      

2010
Jewish Renaissance In the 

Russian Revolution       
Kenneth Moss

Harvard University Press                      

2010
Plumes

Sarah Abrevaya 
Stein

Yale University Press                      
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Sami Rohr Prize Choice Award Recipients

2016
Rav Kook

Yehudah Mirsky 
Yale University Press

2015
The Lion Seeker                  
Kenneth Bonert                   
Houghton Mifflin 

Harcourt

                     

2014
Becoming Frum    

Sarah Bunin Benor                               
Rutgers University 

Press                     
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