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GOD
DIRECTED

by

Jewishness in Contemporary  
Israeli Film and Television

YARON PELEG

FILM, MEDIA, AND POPULAR CULTURE: GLOBAL FILM, JEWISH STUDIES, MIDDLE EASTERN STUDIES

“This volume contributes greatly to various fields of scholarship—
cinema studies, Israel studies and Israeli cinema, and religious studies—

and could be extremely useful for teaching. It will also be very useful 
to the general public, increasingly attracted to the vitality, beauty, 

and rigorous standards of Israeli cinema.”

—Marcella Simoni, Ca’ Foscari University, Venice, author of A Healthy Nation: 
Zionist Health Policies in British Palestine 1930–1939 and At the Margins of Conflict: 

Social Perspectives on Arabs and Jews in British Palestine 1922–1948

A
s part of its effort to forge a new secular Jewish nation, the nascent Israeli 
state tried to limit Jewish religiosity. However, with the steady growth 
of the ultraorthodox community and the expansion of the settler com-
munity, Israeli society is becoming increasingly religious. Although the 

arrival of religious discourse in Israeli politics has long been noticed, its cultural 
development has rarely been addressed. Directed by God explores how the coun-
try’s popular media, principally film and television, reflect this transformation. 
In doing so, it examines the changing nature of Zionism and the place of Juda-
ism within it. 
 Once the purview of secular culture, Israel’s media initially promoted alter-
natives to traditional religious expression; however, using films such as Kadosh, 
Waltz with Bashir and, Eyes Wide Open, Yaron Peleg shows how Israel’s contempo-
rary film and television programs have been shaped by new religious trends and 
how secular Israeli culture has processed and reflected on its religious heritage. 
He investigates how shifting cinematic visions of Jewish masculinity and gender 
track transformations in the nation’s religious discourse. Moving beyond the 
secular/religious divide, Directed by God explores changing film and television 
representations of different Jewish religious groups, assessing what these repre-
sentations may mean for the future of Israeli society.

YARON PELEG is the Kennedy-Leigh Lecturer in modern Hebrew studies at the 
University of Cambridge, where he teaches modern Hebrew literature and Israeli 
culture. He is the author of Israeli Culture between the Two Intifadas: A Brief Romance 
and coeditor of Israeli Cinema: Identities in Motion.
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Association for Jewish Studies 
Honors Its Authors

2016
Celebrating 

AJS Members 
& 

Their Books

In cooperation with 
Jewish Book Council

Sami Rohr Prize for Jewish Literature



SAMI ROHR PRIZE FOR JEWISH LITERATURE: 
The Sami Rohr Prize for Jewish Literature honors 
the Sami Rohrz”l legacy of a lifelong love of Jewish 
learning. 

The largest award of its kind in North America, 
$100,000 is presented to an emerging writer 
whose work demonstrates a fresh vision and 
evidence of future potential.  Fiction and non-
fiction books are considered in alternate years.

SAMI ROHR JEWISH LITERARY INSTITUTE: 
In conjunction with the Sami Rohr Prize, the Sami Rohr Jewish Literary 
Institute — a forum devoted to the continuity of Jewish literature — 
is a biennial gathering of the Rohr winners, finalists, judges and advisors, 
creating a platform for both established and innovative emerging writers 
to meet, share and network.  The only gathering of its kind, the mentoring 
environment helps shape and inspire Jewish literary creativity into the 
future.

THE SAMI ROHR PRIZE SPEAKERS SERIES is an opportunity for Jewish 
communities throughout the United States to become familiar with the 
Sami Rohr Prize authors and their stories.  This project enhances the 
experience for the Sami Rohr Prize recipients by offering exposure on 
a larger stage, bringing them to select communities around the country.  

pms 294
pms 3005

www.jewishbookcouncil.org



48th Annual Conference 

Association for Jewish Studies 
Honors Its Authors

2016
Celebrating 

AJS Members 
& 

Their Books
Please join us for a

Coffee Break
in the Sapphire Ballroom

Monday, December 19, 2016
4:30 PM – 5:00 PM

&
“Trivia Night” 

in the Odysea Lounge
Monday, December 19, 2016

8:30 PM

sponsored by
Jewish Book Council

Sami Rohr Prize for Jewish Literature

pms 294
pms 3005



The books listed on the following pages were written or edited by 
AJS members and published in 2016.

Congratulations 
to all!

The books listed herein are on display in the Exhibit Hall 
at the JBC Sami Rohr Prize booth #202.

Books are listed alphabetically by author’s last name.



1

	

	

Hebrew Union College Annual:  Volume 86 
 
David H. Aaron and Jason Kalman, eds.
Hebrew Union College Press & 
University of Pittsburgh Press 
978-0-8229-4456-0  |  $49.95  

Third-Generation Holocaust Narratives: 
Memory in Memoir and Fiction
  
Victoria Aarons, ed.
Lexington Books 
978-1-4985-1716-4  |  $90.00  

Bernard Malamud: A Centennial Tribute 
 
Victoria Aarons, ed.
Wayne State University Press 
978-0-8143-4114-8  |  $35.99  

Zionism without Zion: 
The Jewish Territorial Organization and 
Its Conflict with the Zionist Organization 

Gur Alroey 
Wayne State University Press 
978-0-8143-4206-0  |  $54.99  
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Ethics and Suffering Since the Holocaust: 
Making Ethics “First Philosophy” in 
Levinas, Wiesel, and Rubenstein  

Ingrid Anderson 
Routledge Jewish Studies Series  
978-1-1381-2529-2  |  $145.00  

Eve’s Journey: Feminine Images 
in Hebraic Literary Tradition

Nehama Aschkenasy 
University of Pennsylvania Press  
978-0-8122-8033-3  |  $45.00  

Jew (Key Words in Jewish Studies)
  
Cynthia Baker 
Rutgers University Press 
978-0-8135-6302-2  |  $29.95  

Homeless Tongues: 
Poetry & Languages of the Sephardic Diaspora 
 
Monique R. Balbuena 
Stanford University Press 
978-0-8047-6011-9  |  $60.00  
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Berlin for Jews:  
A Twenty-First Century Companion 
 
Leonard Barkan 
University of Chicago Press 
978-0-2260-1066-3  |  $27.50  

Golem: Modern Wars and Their Monsters 
 
Maya Barzilai 
NYU Press
978-1-4798-8965-5   |  $35.00  

Entangled Histories: Knowledge, Authority, and 
Jewish Culture in the Thirteenth Century 
 
Elisheva Baumgarten 
University of Pennsylvania Press 
978-0-8122-4868-5  |  $69.95  

A Critical Theology of Genesis: 
The Non-Absolute God  

Itzhak Benyamini 
Palgrave Macmillan 
978-1-1375-9509-6  |  $100.00  
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Jonah in the Shadows of Eden
  
Yitzhak Berger 
Indiana University Press 
978-0-2530-2141-0   |  $59.99  

Die Greifswalder Lehrsynagoge 
Johann Friedrich Mayers 
 
Christfried Bottrich, Thomas Kahn, and 
Daniel Stein Kokin, eds. 
Evangelische Verlagsanstalt 
978-3-3740-4529-7  |  €48.00  

Lingering Bilingualism: Modern Hebrew and 
Yiddish Literatures in Contact  

Naomi Brenner 
Syracuse University Press 
978-0-8156-3409-6  |  $29.95  

Sephardi, Jewish, Argentine: Community and 
National Identity, 1880-1960  

Adriana Brodsky 
Indiana University Press 
978-0-2530-2303-2  |  $22.40  

Image 
not 
available
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Calypso Jews: Jewishness in the 
Caribbean Literary Imagination 
 
Sarah Casteel 
Columbia University Press 
978-0-231-17440-4  |  $60.00  

Matters of Testimony: 
Interpreting the Scrolls of Auschwitz 
 
Nicholas Chare and Dominic Williams 
Berghahn 
978-1-7853-3352-1  |  $29.95  

From Anti-Judaism to Anti-Semitism:  
Ancient and Medieval Christian Constructions 
of Jewish History  

Robert Chazan 
Cambridge University Press 
978-1-3166-0659-9  |  $29.95  

A Historian in Exile: Solomon ibn Verga, 
“Shevet Yehudah,” and the Jewish-Christian 
Encounter
  
Jeremy Cohen 
University of Pennsylvania Press 
978-0-8122-4858-6  |  $65.00  
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Weizmann: The Leader of Zionism (in Hebrew) 
 
Uri Cohen 
The Zalman Shazar Center for Jewish History 
No ISBN  |  $35.00  

  

American Jewish Year Book 2015: 
The Annual Record of the North American 
Jewish Communities  

Arnold Dashefsky and Ira M. Sheskin, eds.
Springer 
978-3-3192-4503-4  |  $299.00  

Anatomy of Malice:  The Enigma of
The Nazi War Criminals
 
Joel Dimsdale 
Yale University Press 
978-0-3002-1322-5  |  $30.00  

The Jewish Oregon Story: 1950-2010 
 
Ellen Eisenberg 
Oregon State University Press & 
the Oregon Jewish Museum and Center for 
Holocaust Education 
978-0-8707-1869-4  | $24.95  



7

Who Rules the Synagogue? Religious Authority 
and the Formation of American Judaism 
 
Zev Eleff 
Oxford University Press 
978-0-1904-9027-0  |  $74.00  

Modern Orthodox Judaism: 
A Documentary History 
 
Zev Eleff 
Jewish Publication Society/
University of Nebraska Press 
978-0-8276-1257-0  |  $40.00  

The Assassination of Symon Petliura and the 
Trial of Scholem Schwarzbard, 1926-1927:
A Selection of Documents

David Engel, ed. 
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht 
978-3-525-31027-4   |  €130.00  

Judaism and the West: From Hermann Cohen 
to Joseph Soloveitchik 

Robert Erlewine 
Indiana University Press 
978-0-2530-2225-7  |  $49.00  
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A Club of Their Own:  Jewish Humorists 
and the Contemporary World 
(Studies in Contemporary Jewry:  Volume 29)
 
Gabriel Finder and Eli Lederhendler, eds. 
Oxford University Press 
978-0-1906-4612-7   |  $55.00  

The Ratio of Reason to Magic: 
New & Selected Poems  

Norman Finkelstein 
Dos Madres Press 
978-1-9399-2945-7   |  $25.00  

Love, Marriage, and Jewish Families: 
Paradoxes of a Social Revolution  

Sylvia Barack Fishman 
Brandeis University Press 
978-1-6116-8860-3  |  $40.00  

Travels in Translation:  Sea Tales at the 
Source of Jewish Fiction
 
Ken Frieden 
Syracuse University Press  
978-0-8156-3441-6  |  $29.95  



9

The Poetic Priestly Source
  
Jason Gaines 
Fortress Press 

978-1-4514-9436-5 |  $49.00 

Anti-Jewish Riots in the Crown of Aragon and 
the Royal Response, 1391–1392  

Benjamin Gampel 
Cambridge University Press 
978-1-1071-6451-2  |  $120.00  

Three-Way Street: 
Jews, Germans, and the Transnational 
 
Jay Howard Geller and Leslie Morris 
University of Michigan Press 
978-0-4721-3012-2  |  $85.00  

The Salome Ensemble: 
Rose Pastor Stokes, Anzia Yezierska, 
Sonya Levien, and Jetta Goudal  

Alan Ginsberg 
Syracuse University Press 
978-0-8156-1065-6  |  $34.95 
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The New Jewish Diaspora: Russian-Speaking 
Immigrants in the United States, Israel, and 
Germany  

Zvi Gitelman, ed. 
Rutgers University Press 
978-0-8135-7628-2   |  $32.95  

Borrowed Voices: 
Writing and Racial Ventriloquism in the 
Jewish American Imagination  

Jennifer Glaser 
Rutgers University Press 
978-0-8135-7739-5  |  $27.95  

Mishpatekha tehom rabbah: 
Teguvot hagutiot ortodoksiot lashoah/
Justice is Like the Great Deep: Orthodox 
Theological Responses to the Holocaust 
 
Gershon Greenberg 
Mossad Harav Kook 
978-965-7265-29-1  |  $16.00  

Contemporary Israel:  New Insights 
and Scholarship
  
Frederick E. Greenspahn, ed.
New York University Press 
978-1-4798-2894-4   |  $40.00  



11

Le-ma’an Ziony, Essays in Honor of Ziony Zevit
 
Frederick E. Greenspahn and 
Gary A. Rendsburg, eds.  
Cascade Books 
978-1-4982-0691-4   |  tbd  

Aleksandr Askoldov: The Commissar 
 
Marat Grinberg 
Intellect-University of Chicago 
978-1-7832-0706-0  |  $28.50  

Meïr Aaron Goldschmidt and the Poetics of 
Jewish Fiction   

David Gantt Gurley 
Syracuse University Press  
978-0-8156-3472-0  |  $29.95  

Primo Levi and the Identity of a Survivor 
 
Nancy Harrowitz 
University of Toronto Press 
978-1-4875-0102-0   |  $35.00  

s 	
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The Zohar:  Pritzker Edition:  Volume Eleven
  
Joel Hecker 
Stanford University Press 
978-0-8047-8450-4  |  $75.00 

Self as Nation: 
Contemporary Hebrew Autobiography 
 
Tamar Hess 
Brandeis University Press 
978-1-6116-8880-1   |  $40.00  

The Politics of Jewishness 
in Contemporary World Literature: 
The Holocaust, Zionism and Colonialism 

Isabelle Hesse 
Bloomsbury Academic 
978-1-4742-6933-9  |  $104.00  

Midrash Kohelet Rabbah 1-6 (with introduction 
References Variant Readings And Commentary)
 
Marc Hirshman
Hebrew University Press
978-9-6571-0576-4  |  $25.00
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Kosher USA: How Coke Became Kosher and 
Other Tales of Modern Food  

Roger Horowitz 
Columbia University Press 
978-0-2311-5832-9   |  $35.00  

H.G. Adler:  Life, Literature, Legacy 
 
Sara Horowitz, Julia Creet, and 
Amira Bojadzija-Dan, eds.
Northwestern University Press 
978-0-8101-3237-5  |  $39.95  

We Are in Exile/Estamos en Galut 
 
Mara Cohen Ioannides 
Hadassa Word Press  
978-3-6397-9487-8  |  $12.00  

Maimonides’ “Guide of the Perplexed”: 
A Philosophical Guide  

Alfred Ivry 
University of Chicago Press 
978-0-2263-9512-8  |  $50.00  
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Raising Secular Jews:
Yiddish Schools and Their Periodicals for 
American Children, 1917–1950 
 
Naomi Prawer Kadar and David G. Roskies
Brandeis University Press 
978-1-6116-8987-7  |  $35.00  

Learning to Read Talmud: 
What It Looks Like and How It Happens 
 
Jane L. Kanarek and Marjorie Lehman, eds.
Academic Studies Press 
978-1-6181-1513-3  |  $79.00  

Drawing the Iron Curtain: 
Jews and the Golden Age of Soviet Animation 
 
Maya Katz 
Rutgers University Press
978-0-8135-7662-6  |  $34.95  

Jerusalem Talmud Tractate Qiddushin:
Critical Edition and a Short Explanation
  
Menachem Katz 
Yad Izhak Ben-Zvi & Schechter Institute 
of Jewish Studies 
978-9-6521-7391-1  |  $50.00  
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Jewish City or Inferno of Russian Israel?
A History of the Jews in Kiev before 
February 1917   

Victoria Khiterer
Academic Studies Press 
978-1-6181-1476-1  |  $89.00  

The Last Rabbi: Joseph Soloveitchik and 
Talmudic Tradition  

William Kolbrener 
Indiana University Press 
978-0-2530-2224-0  |  $55.00  

The Full Severity of Compassion: 
The Poetry of Yehuda Amichai  

Chana Kronfeld 
Stanford University Press 
978-0-8047-8295-1  |  $55.00  

The Accommodated Jew:  
English Antisemitism from Bede to Milton
  
Kathy Lavezzo 
Cornell University Press 
150-1-7031-53  |  $65.00  
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Sephardic Women’s Voices: Out of North Africa 
 
Nina Lichtenstein 
Gaon Books 
978-1-9356-0488-4  |  $24.95  

Holocaust: An American Understanding 

Deborah E. Lipstadt 
Rutgers University Press 
978-0-8135-6476-0  |  $27.95  

A Woman’s Life: Pauline Wengeroff and 
Memoirs of a Grandmother
  
Shulamit S. Magnus 
The Littman Library of Jewish Civilization 
978-1-906764-52-4  |  $59.50  

His Hundred Years, A Tale
  
Shalach  Manot 
Albion-Andalus Books 
978-0-6926-3307-6  |  $13.00
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Across Legal Lines: 
Jews and Muslims in Modern Morocco 
 
Jessica Marglin 
Yale University Press 
978-0-3002-1846-6  |  $85  

Abraham Joshua Heschel 
and the Sources of Wonder  

Michael Marmur 
University of Toronto Press 
978-1-4426-5123-4   |  $34.95  

Deuteronomy and the Emergence of 
Textual Authority in Jeremiah 
 
Nathan Mastnjak 
Mohr Siebeck 
978-3-1615-4401-9   |  $79.00  

The Zohar: Pritzker Edition: Volume Nine 
 
Daniel Matt 
Stanford University Press 
978-0-8047-9440-4  |  $80.00  
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God and the Big Bang: Discovering Harmony 
between Science & Spirituality  

Daniel Matt 
Jewish Lights 
978-1-5802-3836-6  |  $18.99  

The Victims of Slavery, Colonization and 
the Holocaust:  A Comparative History of
Persecution
 
Kitty Millet 
Bloomsbury 
978-1-4725-0997-0  |  $29.95  

Taking Stock  

Deborah Dash Moore and 
Michal Kravel-Tovi, eds. 
Indiana University Press 
978-0-2530-2054-3  |  $35.00

The Literary Imagination in Jewish Antiquity 
 
Eva Mroczek 
Oxford University Press 
978-0-1902-7983-7  |  $99.00  

t h e lit e r a ry 
im agination 

in jewish 
a n tiquit y 

eva m roczek
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Coming of Age in Jewish America: 
Bar and Bat Mitzvah Reinterpreted 
 
Patricia  Keer Munro 
Rutgers University Press 
978-0-8135-7593-3  |  $27.95  

New York’s Yiddish Theater: 
From the Bowery to Broadway 
 
Edna Nahshon 
Columbia University Press 
978-0-2311-7670-5   |  $40.00  

From Maimonides to Microsoft: The Jewish Law 
of Copyright Since the Birth of Print
  
Neil Netanel 
Oxford University Press 
978-0-19-537199-4  |  $99.95  

Language of Modern Jewish Cultures: 
Comparative Perspectives  

Anita Norich and Joshua L. Miller 
University of Michigan Press 
978-0-472-05301-8   |  $29.95  
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GOD
DIRECTED

by

Jewishness in Contemporary  
Israeli Film and Television

YARON PELEG

FILM, MEDIA, AND POPULAR CULTURE: GLOBAL FILM, JEWISH STUDIES, MIDDLE EASTERN STUDIES

“This volume contributes greatly to various fields of scholarship—
cinema studies, Israel studies and Israeli cinema, and religious studies—

and could be extremely useful for teaching. It will also be very useful 
to the general public, increasingly attracted to the vitality, beauty, 

and rigorous standards of Israeli cinema.”

—Marcella Simoni, Ca’ Foscari University, Venice, author of A Healthy Nation: 
Zionist Health Policies in British Palestine 1930–1939 and At the Margins of Conflict: 

Social Perspectives on Arabs and Jews in British Palestine 1922–1948

A
s part of its effort to forge a new secular Jewish nation, the nascent Israeli 
state tried to limit Jewish religiosity. However, with the steady growth 
of the ultraorthodox community and the expansion of the settler com-
munity, Israeli society is becoming increasingly religious. Although the 

arrival of religious discourse in Israeli politics has long been noticed, its cultural 
development has rarely been addressed. Directed by God explores how the coun-
try’s popular media, principally film and television, reflect this transformation. 
In doing so, it examines the changing nature of Zionism and the place of Juda-
ism within it. 
 Once the purview of secular culture, Israel’s media initially promoted alter-
natives to traditional religious expression; however, using films such as Kadosh, 
Waltz with Bashir and, Eyes Wide Open, Yaron Peleg shows how Israel’s contempo-
rary film and television programs have been shaped by new religious trends and 
how secular Israeli culture has processed and reflected on its religious heritage. 
He investigates how shifting cinematic visions of Jewish masculinity and gender 
track transformations in the nation’s religious discourse. Moving beyond the 
secular/religious divide, Directed by God explores changing film and television 
representations of different Jewish religious groups, assessing what these repre-
sentations may mean for the future of Israeli society.

YARON PELEG is the Kennedy-Leigh Lecturer in modern Hebrew studies at the 
University of Cambridge, where he teaches modern Hebrew literature and Israeli 
culture. He is the author of Israeli Culture between the Two Intifadas: A Brief Romance 
and coeditor of Israeli Cinema: Identities in Motion.
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The Beginning of the World in Renaissance 
Jewish Thought: Ma’aseh Bereshit in Italian 
Jewish Philosophy and Kabbalah, 1492-1535 
 
Brian Ogren 
Brill
978-9-0043-3062-7  |  $137.00   

“How Come Boys Get to Keep Their Noses?”: 
Women and Jewish American Identity in 
Contemporary Graphic Memoirs
  
Tahneer  Oksman 
Columbia University Press 
978-0-2311-7275-2  |  $30.00  

Directed by God: Jewishness in 
Contemporary Israeli Film and Television 
 
Yaron Peleg 
University of Texas Press 
978-1-4773-0951-3  |  $27.95  

Psalm 19: Hymn of Unification 
 
Theodore A. Perry 
Hendrickson Publishers 
978-1-6197-0685-9   |  $24.95  

S 	
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Women’s Hebrew Poetry on American Shores: 
Poems by Anne Kleiman and 
Annabelle Farmelant
  
Shachar Pinsker, ed.
Wayne State University Press 
978-0-8143-4136-0  |  $34.99  

Polin, Volume 28: Jewish Writing in Poland 
 
Antony Polonsky, Monika Adamczyk-Garbowska,
Eugenia Prokop-Janiec, and Slawomir Jacek 
Zurek, eds. 
The Littman Library of Jewish Civilization 
978-1-9067-6446-3   |  $34.95  

Americordo  

Gianna Pontecorboli 
CPL Editions 
978-1-9410-4615-9  |  $12.00  

A Future Without Hate or Need:  
The Promise of the Jewish Left in Canada 
 
Ester Reiter 
Between the Lines 
978-1-7711-3016-5  |  $34.95 (Cdn)  
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Antisemitism, Gender Bias, and the 
“Hervay Affair” of 1904: 
Bigotry in the Austrian Alps  

Alison Rose 
Lexington Books 
978-1-4985-1938-0  |  $80.00  

What Ifs of Jewish History: 
From Abraham to Zionism  

Gavriel Rosenfeld, ed. 
Cambridge University Press 
978-1-1070-3762-5  |  $34.99  

A Season of Singing: Creating Feminist Jewish 
Music in the United States  

Sarah Ross 
Brandeis University Press 
978-1-6116-8960-0  |  $40.00  

Losing Trust in the World: 
Holocaust Scholars Confront Torture 

John K. Roth and Leonard Grob, eds. 
University of Washington Press 
978-0-2959-9846-6  |  $30.00  
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A Home for All Jews: Citizenship, Rights, and 
National Identity in the New Israeli State 
 
Orit Rozin 
Brandeis University Press 
978-1-6116-8950-1  |  $40.00  

Moses Mendelssohn’s Living Script:
Philosophy, Practice, History, Judaism
  
Elias Sacks 
Indiana University Press 
978-0-253-02374-2   |  $60.00  

Confessions of the Shtetl: Converts from 
Judaism in Imperial Russia, 1817-1906 
 
Ellie Schainker 
Stanford University Press 
978-0-8047-9828-0  |  $65.00  

Jewish Souls, Bureaucratic Minds: 
Jewish Bureaucracy and Policymaking in 
Late Imperial Russia, 1850-1917 
 
Vassili Schedrin 
Wayne State University Press 
978-0-8143-4042-4  |  $49.99  
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Bridge of Words: Esperanto and the Dream of a 
Universal Language  

Esther Schor 
Metropolitan Books  
978-0-8050-9079-6  |  $32.00  

Between Jewish Posen and Scholarly Berlin: The 
Life and Letters of Philipp Jaffe  

Daniel R. Schwartz 
De Gruyter 
978-3-1104-8460-1  |  $126.00  

Communings of the Spirit:  The Journals of 
Mordecai M. Kaplan, Volume II, 1934-41
  
Mel Scult, ed. 
Wayne State University Press 
978-0-8143-4161-2   |  $44.99  

Strangers in Berlin: Modern Jewish Literature 
between East and West, 1919-1933 
 
Rachel Seelig 
University of Michigan Press 
978-0-4721-3009-2  |  $50.00  

STRANGERS IN BERL IN

Modern Jewish
Literature between

East and West, 
1919–1933 Rachel Seelig
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The Marriage Plot: Or, How Jews Fell in Love 
with Love, and with Literature  

Naomi Seidman 
Stanford University Press 
978-0-8047-9967-6  |  $29.95  

Girls of Liberty: The Struggle for Suffrage in 
Mandatory Palestine  

Margalit Shilo 
Brandeis University Press 
978-1-61168-886-3   |  $40.00  

Ben-Gurion:
His Later Years in the Political Wilderness

Avi Shilon 
Rowman & Littlefield Publishers 
978-1-4422-4946-2   |  $45.00  

Extraterritorial Dreams:  
European Citizenship, Sephardi Jews, and the 
Ottoman Twentieth Century 
 
Sarah Abrevaya Stein 
University of Chicago Press 
978-0-2263-6822-1  |  $30.00
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Anna and Tranquillo: Catholic Anxiety and 
Jewish Protest in the Age of Revolutions 
 
Kenneth Stow 
Yale University Press 
978-0-3002-1904-3  |  $40.00  

The Epiphany of Hieronymus Bosch: Imagining 
Antichrist and Others from the Middle Ages to 
the Reformation  

Debra Strickland 
Brepols / Harvey Miller 
978-1-9094-0055-9  |  $143.00  

Judaisms: A Twenty-First-Century Introduction 
to Jews and Jewish Identities  

Aaron J. Hahn Tapper 
University of California Press 
978-0-5202-8135-6  |  $34.95

Summoned: Identification and 
Religious Life in a Jewish Neighborhood 
 
Iddo Tavory 
University of Chicago Press 
978-0-2263-2205-6  |  $27.50 

 

S 	
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Money, Power, and Influence in 
Eighteenth-Century Lithuania: 
The Jews on the Radziwiłł Estates 

Adam Teller 
Stanford University Press 
978-0-8047-9844-0  |  $70.00  

Dahlia Ravikovitch: In Life and Literature 
 
Giddon Ticotsky 
University of Haifa Press; Miskal - Yedioth 
Ahronoth Books and Chemed Books 
978-9-6556-4247-6   |  $35.00  

Making Italian Jews:  Family, Gender,
Religion and the Nation, 1861-1918

Carlotta  Ferrara degli Uberti 
Palgrave Macmillan 
978-1-1374-9387-3  |  $109.00 

Aphrodite and the Rabbis: 
How the Jews Adapted Roman Culture to 
Create Judaism as We Know It  

Burton Visotzky 
St. Martin’s Press 
978-1-2500-8576-4   |  $26.99 

 

s
1555f8f21a1ff6f4&zw&atsh=1	
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The Perils of Living the Good and True Law:  
Iberian Crypto-Jews in the Shadow of the 
Inquisition of Colonial Hispanic America  
 
Matthew Warshawsky 
Juan de la Cuesta-Hispanic Monographs 
978-1-5887-1276-9  |  $29.95  

The Epistle of the Number by Ibn al-Ahdab:  
The Transmission of Arabic Mathematics to 
Hebrew Circles in Medieval Sicily
 
Ilana Wartenberg 
Gorgias Press 
978-1-4632-0417-4  |  $95.00  

Pious Irreverence: 
Confronting God in Rabbinic Judaism 
 
Dov Weiss 
University of Pennsylvania Press 
978-0-8122-4835-7  |  $69.95  

Commentary on Midrash Rabba 
in the Sixteenth Century: 
The Or ha-Sekhel of Abraham ben Asher 

Benjamin Williams 
Oxford University Press 
978-0-1987-5923-2  |  $99.00
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The Stages of Memory: 
Reflections on Memorial Art, Loss, 
and the Spaces Between 
 
James Young 
UMass Press 
978-1-6253-4257-7  |  $34.95  
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To recognize emerging writers who demonstrate a fresh vision
and evidence of future contribution to the Jewish lexicon.

The $100,000 fiction and non-fiction prizes are awarded in alternate years.

Sami Rohr Prize Winners
since inception in 2007

2016
The Archive Thief
Lisa Moses Leff        

Oxford University Press 

                     

2015
The Best Place on 

Earth
 Ayelet Tsabari

Harper Collins Canada

                     

2014
The Aleppo Codex     
Matti Friedman          
Algonquin Books

                     

2013
The Innocents        

Francesca Segal                                     
Voice

                     

2012
When They Come For Us, 

We’ll Be Gone        
Gal Beckerman                       

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt                      

2011
The Jump Artist
Austin Ratner       

Bellevue Literary Press

                     



2010
Jewish Renaissance In 
the Russian Revolution       

Kenneth Moss
Harvard University Press                      

2010
Plumes

Sarah Abrevaya 
Stein

Yale University Press                      

2009
One More Year
Sana Krasikov                  
Spiegel & Grau                        

                     

2008
The Man in The White 

Sharkskin Suit
Lucette Lagnado                 
Harper Perennial                                     

                     

2007
The Genizah at the House 

of Shepher     
Tamar Yellin

Toby Press                      

To recognize emerging writers who demonstrate a fresh vision
and evidence of future contribution to the Jewish lexicon.

The $100,000 fiction and non-fiction prizes are awarded in alternate years.

Sami Rohr Prize Winners
since inception in 2007

pms 294
pms 3005

Read about the awardees at 
www.jewishbookcouncil.org

All Sami RohrPrize activities 
are administered by the 
Jewish Book Council.



To recognize emerging writers who demonstrate a fresh vision
and evidence of future contribution to the Jewish lexicon.

The $100,000 fiction and non-fiction prizes are awarded in alternate years.

Sami Rohr Prize Choice Award Recipients
since inception in 2007

2016
Rav Kook

Yehudah Mirsky 
Yale University Press

Moses Montefiore
j e w i s h  l i b e r a t o r , i m p e r i a l  h e r o

a b i g a i l  g r e e n

	

	

2015
The Lion Seeker                  
Kenneth Bonert                   
Houghton Mifflin 

Harcourt

                     

2014
Becoming Frum    

Sarah Bunin Benor                               
Rutgers University 

Press                     

2013
Leaving the 

Atocha Station                    
Ben Lerner                                                           

Coffee House Press                     

2012
Moses Montefiore         

Abigail Green                               
Belknap Press of 

Harvard University                    

2011
A Curable Romantic    

Joseph Skibell                       
Algonquin Books                     

2009
The Septembers of Shiraz           

Dalia Sofer                    
Ecco Books                     

2008
Houses of Study                

Ilana M. Blumberg             
University of Nebraska 

Press

2008
The Price of Whiteness

Eric L. Goldstein        
Princeton University Press                 

                     

2007
Not Me

Michael Lavigne                   
Random House                   

2007
Our Holocaust
Amir Gutfreund          
The Toby Press                        

                     



Please join us in celebrating reciPients of the

2016 JORDAN SCHNITZER BOOK AWARDS

Sunday, December 18 • 9:15 pm   
Elevation Room, Hilton San Diego Bayfront

Winners

biblical studies, rabbinics, and jewish history & culture in antiquity 
What’s Divine about Divine Law? Early Perspectives

christine haYes, Yale University 
(Princeton University Press)

jews and the arts (Visual, Performance, Music)
Jewish Contiguities and the Soundtrack of Israeli History
assaf shelleg, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

(Oxford University Press)

Modern jewish history and culture: europe and israel
Protocols of Justice: The Pinkas of the Metz Rabbinic Court, 1771–1789

jaY r. berKoVitZ, University of Massachusetts–Amherst 
(Brill)

social science, anthropology, and folklore
Rhinestones, Religion, and the Republic: Fashioning Jewishness in France

KiMberlY a. arKin, Boston University 
(Stanford University Press)

finalists 

biblical studies, rabbinics, and jewish history & culture in antiquity
Tradition and the Formation of the Talmud 

Moulie ViDas, Princeton University (Princeton University Press)

jews and the arts (Visual, Performance, Music)
Roman Vishniac Rediscovered

MaYa benton, International Center of Photography (DelMonico Books/ 
Prestel/International Center of Photography)

Modern jewish history and culture: europe and israel
Beyond Violence: Jewish Survivors in Poland and Slovakia, 1944–1948

anna cichoPeK-gajraj, Arizona State University (Cambridge University Press)

social science, anthropology, and folklore
Jaffa Shared and Shattered: Contrived Coexistence in Israel/Palestine

Daniel Monterescu, Central European University (Indiana University Press)



Congratulations to the 2016 
Sami Rohr Prize for Jewish Literature

Winners and Fellows

The Assassination 
of Yitzhak Rabin

W.W. Norton & Company                         

The Grammar 
of God

Spiegel & Grau

                     

The Rag Race   
New York University Press

The Archive Thief
Oxford University Press

Rav Kook
Yale University Press

Lisa Moses Leff
Winner Yehudah Mirsky

Choice Award Winner

Dan Ephron Aviya Kushner            Adam D. Mendelsohn
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Fellows


