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I.  
Digital JEWISH STUDIES



Learning with  Digital Tools

(1) Develop critical skills for engaging with media & online content 

(2) Focus on process and methods 

(3) Different approach to primary sources 

(4) Consider classroom work for multiple audiences: looking beyond 
Professor or TA



Jewish Studies At UCSC

(1) Commitment, Funding for digital Research + Teaching 

(2) 2 new DIGITALLY FOCUSED classes 

(3) 3+ classes with DIGITAL ASSIGNMENTS 

(4) Impact for Majors/Minors 

(5) Interest for non-majors/minors



II.  
Digital Jewish Studies 
at UC Santa Cruz



Program  at UCSC

Liminal Spaces and  
The Jewish imagination 
Murray Baumgarten

Entering Cartographies: 
 Meditations on Travel 
Katie Trostel, PI

EVENTS 
DH +  
CENTER FOR JEWISH STUDIES

https://medium.com/liminal-spaces-and-the-jewish-imagination
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=eef83fa346ea459facacf7ee2a37ff50


III.  
Why build a Digital Project  
or Teach a Digitally focused class?



What I learned: Building Projects 

(1) Digital Minhag Archive 

(2) Intellectual History of Zionism Course 

(3) Need for resources and collaborations



IV.  
Implementing new digital assignments



Building Digital Assignments 

(1) Transform one small assignment 

(2) Should be integral to the content and fit within stated learning objectives 

(3) Or, scaffold bigger assignments to build throughout quarter/semester 

(4) BEST PRACTICES: 
• TEMPLATES! 
• CLASS TIME! 
• SUPPORT PARTNERS! 
• TRIAL RUN: Do the assignment yourself before asking your students to 

do it. You’ll run into challenges, surprises, and moments for teaching 
and learning.



Resources + Support

(1) Seek out support on your campus 

(2) Find partners who can help introduce technologies and support students 
through the implementation process 

(3) Perhaps in the Library or Teaching Center 

(4) Support from Department or Division to develop new teaching materials 

(5) Support from outside university: Workshops, Digital Pedagogy events, 
conferences



CHALLENGES

(1) Myth of the Digital Natives: Students are not used to CREATING digital 
content 

(2) Need time to introduce new tools 

(3) Consider the time it takes to learn something new as part of the work for 
the course 

(4) Define ASSESSMENT ahead of time



V.  
EXAMPLES



SOME Methodologies

(1) Mapping 

(2) Blogging 

(3) Online Exhibits 

(4) Text Analysis 

(5) Podcasting, Video 

(6) Other (Analysis of websites, Facebook, Selfies)



Maps + Timelines: Jewish History

using Google My Maps, Timeline JS - embedded in Omeka

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=1uF5g3FOezXx6UibVdngWK_X4HWE&ll=26.136757392170498%2C11.130768174999957&z=4
https://timeline.knightlab.com/


Maps: HOLOCAUST History

using ESRI StoryMaps

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/en/app-list/


Blogging: Holocaust Representation

using Google Blogger

https://holocaustdigitalworldf16.blogspot.com/
https://holocaustdigitalworldf16.blogspot.com/


ONLINE EXHIBITS: Sephardic History

in Omeka

http://www.omeka.net/
http://www.apple.com


Text Analysis: Holocaust Testimonies

using Voyant-Tools.org

http://voyant-tools.org/


Podcasting 
LALS 50 
LALS 132

 History 100 | Winter 2015

MEDIA: VIDEO and PODCAST



OTHER: InfoGraphics

using Piktochart

https://piktochart.com/


OTHER: Analyzing Social Media

ANNE FRANK on FACEBOOK 

(1)How is Anne Frank represented on Facebook? Is it an extension of the 
kind of representation that Ozick describes? 

(2)How does Facebook address these concerns? 

the HOLOCAUST on FACEBOOK 

(3)What do you think about social media as a platform for understanding 
the Holocaust? 

(4)What about as a platform for remembering, commemorating? 

OTHER HOLOCAUST VICTIMS on FACEBOOK 
(5)What do you think about social media as a platform for considering 

individual lost lives?

Social Media
Selfie Ethics

(1)Is it okay to document our visits to Holocaust sites? 

(2)Is there an appropriate tone with which to do so? 

(3)Is the issue the photo itself or the platform for sharing? 

(4)Do we have an impulse to put ourselves into that history?  

(5)Is there an appropriate way to do so? 

(6)How do we commemorate, remember in the age of social media? Do 
we have a moral obligation to share?



RESOURCES



Beginner Tools

(1) Mapping + Timeline 
• Google My Maps; Story Maps (ESRI); Story Maps (Knight Lab);  

Timeline JS (Knight Lab), Palladio  

(2) Blogging 
• Blogger; Tumblr; Twitter 

(3) Online Exhibits 
• Omeka; Scalar 

(4) Text Analysis 
• Voyant 

(5) Podcasting, Video 
• Garage Band; Audacity; Keynote; iMovie

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/en/
https://storymap.knightlab.com/
https://timeline.knightlab.com/
http://hdlab.stanford.edu/palladio/
https://www.blogger.com/
https://www.tumblr.com/
https://twitter.com/
http://www.omeka.net/
http://scalar.usc.edu/scalar/
http://voyant-tools.org/
https://www.apple.com/mac/garageband/
http://www.audacityteam.org/
https://www.apple.com/keynote/
https://www.apple.com/imovie/


Find Digital Content 

(1) Yiddish Book Center, Teach Great Jewish Books 
A growing collection of textual, audio, and visual materials designed to support 
teaching modern Jewish literature. 13 resources kits available. 

(2)Center for Jewish History | Digital Collections 

(3)American Jewish Archive | Isaac Mayer Wise Digital Archive 

(4)Holocaust related archives: 

(1)European Holocaust Research Infrastructure (EHRI) | EHRI Research Portal 

(2)USHMM Collections | Experiencing History 

(3)Shoah Foundation | YouTube Channel 

(5)Magnes digital collection on Flickr 

(6)ALSO: Check your campus libraries and special collections!

http://teachgreatjewishbooks.org/
http://www.cjh.org/
http://access.cjh.org/
http://americanjewisharchives.org/
http://americanjewisharchives.org/collections/wise/home.php
https://www.ehri-project.eu/
https://portal.ehri-project.eu/
https://collections.ushmm.org/search/
https://perspectives.ushmm.org/
https://sfi.usc.edu/watch
https://www.youtube.com/user/USCShoahFoundation
https://www.flickr.com/photos/magnesmuseum/albums/

